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Chapter 1

1 Iin the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, at the time of
the fulfillment of the prophecy of Jeremiah —God stirred
up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, that he proclaimed;
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the carth hath the LORD, the God of heaven, given me;
He has charged me to build Him a house in Jerusalem.

3 Whosoever there is among you of all His people--his
God be with him--let him go up to Jerusalem, which is
in Judah, and build the house of the LORD, the God of
Israel, He is the God who is in Jernsalem.
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B] Ezra
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the men of his place help him with silver, and with gold,
and with goods, and with beasts, beside the freewill-
offering for the house of God which is in Jerusalem.'

Chapter 4

1 Now when the adversaries of Judah and Benjamin heard
that the children of the captivity were building a Temple

4 Then the people of the land weakened the hands of the
people of Judah, & harried them while they were building,

5 and hired counsellors against them, to frustrate their
purpose, all the days of Cyrus king of Persia, even until
the reign of Darius king of Persia.

C] Haggai Chapter 1
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1 In the second year of Darius the king, in the 6th month,
in the first day , came the word of God by Haggai the
prophet unto Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of
Judah, and to Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest:

2 'Thus says God: This people say: The time is not come,
the time that the LORD'S house should be built.' {P}

7 Thus says God: Consider your ways, Go up to the hill-
country, and bring wood, and build the House...

D] Zechariah Chapter 2 [Haftara for Shabbat Chanukal
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E] Haggai Chapter 2
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F] Zechariah Chapter 4 —
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1 Onthe 21" day of the 7th month, came the word of the
LORD by Haggai the prophet, saying: 3 Who is left among
you that saw this house in its former glory? and how do ye
see it now? is not such a one as nothing in your eyes?

4 Yet now be strong, O Zerubbabel, saith the LORD; and be
strong, O Joshua, son of Jehozadak, the high priest; and be
strong, all ye people of the land, saith the LORD, and work;
for I am with you, saith the LORD of hosts.

9 The glory of this latter house shall be greater than that of
the former, saith the LORD of hosts; and in this place will I
give peace, saith the LORD of hosts.'

10 In the24th day of the ninth month, in the 2nd year of
Darius, came the word of the LORD by Haggai the prophet,:

15 And now, I pray you, consider from this day and forward--
before a stone was laid upon a stone in the Temple of God

18 consider, I pray you, from this day and forward, from the
24™ day of the ninth month, even from the day that the
foundation of the LORD'S temple was laid, consider it;

19 is the seed yet in the barn? vea, the vine, and the fig-tree, and
the pomegranate, and the olive-tree hath not brought forth--from
this day will I bless you.'

20 And the word of the LORD came the second time unto
Haggai in the four and twentieth day of the month, saying:

21 'Speak to Zerubbabel, governor of Judah, saying: T will
shake the heavens and the earth;

22 and I will overthrow the throne of kingdoms, and I will destroy
the strength of the kingdoms of the nations; and I will overthrow
the chariots, and those that ride in them; and the horses and their
riders shall come down, every one by the sword of his brother,

23 In that day, saith the LORD ofhosts, will I take thee, O
Zerubbabel, My servant, the son of Shealtiel, saith the LORD,
and will make thee as a signet; for | have chosen thee, saith
the LORD of hosts."'

[Symbol of the state of Israel]

2 And he said unto me: "What seest thou? And I said: 'I have
seen, and behold a candlestick all of gold...6 Then he answered
and spoke unto me, saying ‘This is the word of the LORD unto
Zerubbabel, saying: Not by might, nor by power, but by My
spirit, saith the LORD of hosts.




6. Time line of 'seventy years' of Bavel

YEAR ONE = 4™ year of Yehoyakim -Nevuchadnezar's rise to power (Yirm 25:1)

Year 7 = Galut Yehoyachin = 11™ year of Yehoyakim - first wave of Exile

Year 18 = Galut Tzidkyahu ~ Temple destroyed - second wave of Exile

Year 43 - Yechezkel's vision of Temple (chapters 40-48)

Year 70 - Cyrus Decree - first return of the Exile w/Zrubavel (Ezra 1:1)
[building freeze for 18 years / Ezra 4:4-5]

Year 88 - Groundbreaking of Second Temple on 24 Kisiev - Year 2 of Darius
[see Chagai 2:10-18 & Zecharya 1:12]

Year 92 - Construction completed on 3 Adar - year 6 of Darius / see Ezra 6:15

Two Models for Redemption:
I. Yirmiyahu - "Teshuva" first!
SO TPOK MY DWW 5337 NNOR '8 2 ’n ny ,nan - B
.. .70 DIPRI-5K 0N 2wnh a0 *aT-nk 0% nhpo
D28 TIWRYY 9K DRY9anM 002201 R ODRpI T
DD337-923 YT 2 DDNYM DR DOWRI X

IT.Yechezkel - "Return to Israel" first!
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K] Maccabees: Book One, Chapter Four:

36 Then said Judas and his brethren, Behold, our
enemies are discomfited: let us go up 1o cleanse and
dedicate the sanctuary.

41 Then Judas appointed certain men to fight
against those that were in the fortress, until he
had cleansed the sanctuary.

42 So he chose priests of blameless conversation,
such as had pleasure in the law:

43 Who cleansed the sanctuary, and bare out the
defiled stones into an unclean place.

44 And when as they consulted what to do with
the altar of burnt offerings, which was profaned;
45 They thought it best to pull it down, lest it should be
a reproach to them, because the heathen had defiled
it: wherefore they pulled it down,

46 And laid up the stones in the mountain of the
temple in a convenient place, until there should come
a prophet to show what should be done with them.
47 Then they took whole stones according to
the law, and built a new altar according to the
former; 48 And made up the sanctuary, and
the things that were within the temple, and
hallowed the courts.

49 They made also new holy vessels, and into the
temple they brought the candlestick, and the altar
of burnt offerings, and of incense, and the table.
50 And upon the altar they burned incense, and
the lamps that were upon the candlestick they
lighted, that they might give light in the temple.
51 Furthermore they set the loaves upon the table,
and spread out the veiis, and finished all the works
which they had begun to make.

52 Now on the five and twentieth day of the
ninth month, which is called the month
Casleu, in the hundred forty and eighth year,
they rose up in the morning,

93 And offered sacrifice according to the law
upon the new altar of burnt offerings, which
they had made. 54 At the same time and day
the heathen had profaned it, even in that was it
dedicated with songs, and citherns, and harps,
and cymbals. 56 And so they kept the
dedication of the altar eight days and offered
burnt offerings with gladness, and sacrificed the
sacrifice of deliverance and praise.

59 Moreover Judas and his brethren with the whole
congregation of Israel ordained, that the days of the
dedication of the altar should be kept in their season
from year to year by the space of eight days, from
the five and twentieth day of the month Casleu,
with mirth and giadness.

L] Josephus Aniquities Book XII chapter 8
7. Now Judas celebrated the festival of the restoration
of the sacrifices of the temple for eight days, and
omitted ho sort of pleasures thereon; but he feasted
them upon very rich and splendid sacrifices; and he
honored God, and delighted them by hymns and psalms.
Nay, they were so very glad at the revival of their
customs, when, after a long time of intermission, they
unexpectedly had reqgained the freedom of their
worship, that they made it a law for their posterity,
that they should keep a festival, on account of the
restoration of their temple worship, for eight days. And
from that fime to this we celebrate this festival, and
call it Lights. T suppose the reason was, because this
liberty beyond our hopes appeared to us; and that
thence was the name given to that festival. Judas
also rebuilt...

M] How Xmas Come to Be Celebrated on December 25

www.simpletoremember.com/vitals/Christmas TheRealStoryv.htm

A, Roman pagans first introduced the holiday of
Saturnalia, a week long period of lawlessness
celebrated between December 17-25. During this
period, Roman courts were closed, and Roman law dictated
that no one could be punished for damaging property or
injuring people during the celebration. ..

B. The ancient Greek writer poet and historian Lucian
(in his dialogue entitled Saturnalia) describes the
festival’s observance in his time. In addition to human
sacrifice, he mentions these customs: widespread
intoxication; going from house to house while singing
naked; rape and other sexual license...

C. TInthe 4" century CE, Christianity imported the
Saturnalia festival hoping to take the pagan masses in with
it. Christian leaders succeeded in converting to Christianity
large numbers of pagans by promising them that they could
continue to celebrate the Saturnalia as Christians,

D. The problem was that there was nothing
intrinsically Christian about Saturnalia, To remedy
this, these Christian leaders named Saturnalia’s
concluding day, December 25 to be Jesus’ birthday. ..

[Because of its known pagan origin, Christimas was
banned by the Puritans and ifs observance was illegal
in Massachusetts between 1659 and 1681.]

[The Reverend Increase Mather of Boston observed in
1687 that “the early Christians who first observed the
Nativity on December 25 did not do so thinking that Christ
was born in that Month, but because the Heathens’
Saturnalia was at that time kept in Rome, ]




Source sheet #2 - Talmudic Sources for TSC shiur on Chanuka [www.tanach.orql

2 Y NI 47 DAY Novn Yvaa Tnvn
MY W A, 0un men a'n

TR TR 5% - rTnnm

=t Tat R i Y en b fatat R Un Fatatull
TN ma TR IR0 s YT Ry

o o nng PoTR PR Oe oMK 1T
e T O

i Phoaa A"aa 30 BNT NN NN ¢
K971 3 Ta0RD KT IR KUAN 7OURT
59 18w Ynh onreaawaw 12 naynnd
WHAWR 073 Ma%n 31,5 Naw onnwn
W B TAR To KOR RN 89 30T3- DIngn
ROR 13 71 891 .9 10 S wmna nnn ehw
NP 1N ST, 08 13 Y- TRR oY proTnb
DI DR DIRWPT ,0WAp- NONKR wY lony
JRTI SHna

N MY N 97 091 ANaY NITN A Hasn
072913 "7 Hw R HRY v &,1 4T

oW ' - RTI5P $RA1 T3 130 27 0K RIS
PN 1E% oY N - RIUIID0 ;PR SN
VYANHAY DY PWRIN DTR IR a5 "N
TIoW Hawa xow MR Nk T

R - 1793 1IN nm Tva Tivn obw
'mawn Ty DMWY 1A DY NoIpIw anm
NRM N2 NMpPN ARW v A5hnm Dapna o

151 11 o9 S pan AR — gHoum Tnnw oy
D0 DN AW v

v o 5R HRY IRWY nanxn naws

nTay owh owap om ,onw owb opap 8in
o191

H]. Talmud Bavli -Tractate Shabbat 21b

The rabbis taught: The law of Hanukah: one
candle for each household. Those who seek
to fulfil it well- one candle for each person.
Those who seek to 7u/fil the law in the
best possible manner: Beth Shamai says-
the first night light eight candles, and every
following night one flame less. According to
Beth Hillel [the reverse] -the first night one
candle, and increased by one on each night...
*What is "Hanukah? The rabbis taught: "On
the twenty-fifth day of Kisfev Hanukah
commences and lasts eight days, on which
lamenting the dead and fasting are prohibited.
When the Hellenists entered the sanctuary, they
defiled all the oil. When the Hasmoneans
prevailed and conquered them, oil was sought (to
light the Menorah) and only one vial was found
with the seal of the high priest intact. [Even
though] the vial contained sufficient oil for one
day only, a miracle occurred, and they lit from it
for eight days. The following year - these 8 days
were established as days of Praise and Thanksgiving.

J] Talmud Bavii- Tractate Avoda Zara 8b
MISHNA: These are the festivals of
the heathens: Kalends, Saturnalia..

GEMARA: The rabbis taught: Adam [the first
tman], when he noticed that each day became
shorter and shorter, he cried: Woe is to me, for
the world becomes darker and darker - because
of my sin, and it seems fo be refurning to 'chaos
and ruin’; and this is my death which was decreed
by heaven.

He arose and fasted and prayed eight days.
Thereafter, he noticed the 'winter solstice’, as
the days become longer, he understood that
such is the cycle of the world, and celebrated
for eight days. The next year, he also proclaimed
the eight days on which he had fasted as
holidays. He established them to laud heaven;
his descendants, however, made them holidays
for the idols.




