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1. Getting Off to a God Start: The Creation

Genesisl:1. In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. 2. And the earth was without form,
and void; and darkness was upon
the face of the deep. And a wind
from God moved upon the face of
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God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness; and let them have dominion over the
fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every
creeping thing that creeps upon the earth. 27. So God ereated man in His own image, in the image of
God created He him; male and female He created them. 31. And God saw everything that He had
made, and, behold, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.

2. When at First You Don’t Succeed ... God, Noah, and the Flood
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And God blessed Noah and his sons,

and said to them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth. 2. And the fear of you and the
dread of you shall be upon every beast of the earth, and upon every bird of the air, upon all that moves
upon the earth, and upon all the fishes of the sea; to your hand are they delivered. 3. Every moving
thing that lives shall be food for you; even as the green herb have I given you all things. 4. But
flesh with its life, which is its blood, you shall not eat. 5. And surely your blood of your lives will
require; at the hand of every beast will I require it, and at the hand of man; at the hand of every man’s
brother will I require the life of man. 6. Whoever sheds man’s blood, by man shall his blood be
shed; for in the image of God He made man.




3. Hope Wins: The Binding of Isaac

Genesis 15:5. And He brought
[Abraham] outside, and said, Look
now toward heaven, and count the
stars, if you are able to count them;
and he said to him, So shall your
seed be. 22:1. And it came to pass
after these things, that God tested
Abraham, and said {o him,
Abraham; and he said, Behold,
here I am. 2. And he said, Take
now your son, your only son Isaac,
whom you love, and go to the land
of Moriah; and offer him there for
a burnt offering upon one of the
mountains which I will tell you. 3.
And Abraham rose up early in the
morning, and saddled his ass, and
took two of his young men with
him, and Isaac his son, and broke
the wood for the burnt offering,
and rose up, and went to the place
of which God had told him. 4.
Then on the third day Abraham
lifted up his eyes, and saw the
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place far away. 5. And Abraham said to his young men, Stay here with the ass; and L and the lad
will go yonder and worship, and come back fo you. 6. And Abraham took the wood of the burnt
offering, and laid it upon Isaac his son; and he took the fire in his hand, and a knife; and they went
both of them together. 7. And Isaac spoke to Abraham his father, and said, My father; and he said,
Here I am, my son. And he said, Behold the fire and the wood; but where is the lamb for a burnt

offering? 8. And Abraham said, My son, God will provide himself a lamb for a burnt offering; so
they went both of them together. 9. And they came to the place which God had told him; and Abraham
built an aitar there, and laid the wood in order, and bound Isaac his son, and laid him on the altar upon
the wood. 10. And Abraham stretched out his hand, and took the knife to slay his son. 11. And the
angel of the Lord called to him from heaven, and said, Abraham, Abraham; and he said, Here I am.
12. And he said, Lay not your hand upon the lad, nor do anything to him; for now I know that you fear
God, seeing that you did not withheld your son, your only son from me.13. And Abraham lifted up his
eyes, and looked, and behold behind him a ram caught in a thicket by his horns; and Abraham went
and took the ram, and offered him up for a burnt offering in place of his son.




4. Shortsighted Decision Making: Jacob and Esau
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famished. 30. And Esau said to Jacob, Feed me, I beg you, with that same red pottage; for I am
famished; therefore was his name called Edom. 31. And Jacob said, Sell me this day your birthright,
32. And Esau said, Behold, I am at the point of death; and what profit shall this birthright do to me?
33. And Jacob said, Swear to me this day; and he swore to him; and he sold his birthright to Jacob. 34,
Then Jacob gave Esau bread and pottage of lentils; and he did eat and drink, and rose up, and went his

way; thus Esau despised his birthright.

tents. 28. And Tsaac loved Esau,
because he ate of his venison; but

5. Joseph: Strategic Leadership
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Genesis 37: 2. These are the generations of Jacob.
Joseph, being seventeen years old, was feeding the flock
with his brothers; and the Iad was with the sons of Bilhah,
and with the sons of Zilpah, his father’s wives; and
Joseph brought to his father bad reports of them. 3.
Now Israel loved Joseph more than all his children,
because he was the son of his old age; and he made him a
coat with long sleeves. 4. And when his brothers saw that
their father loved him more than all his brothers, they
hated him, and could not speak peaceably to him.

39:1. And Joseph was brought down to Egypt; and Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh, captain of the
guard, an Egyptian, bought him from the hands of the Ishmaelites, who had brought him down there.
2. And the Lord was with Joseph, and he was a prosperous man; and he was in the house of his master
the Egyptian. 3. And his master saw that the Lord was with him, and that the Lord made all that
he did to prosper in his hand. 4. And Joseph found grace in his sight, and he served him; and he
made him overseer over his house, and all that he had he put into his hand. 5. And it came to
pass from the time that he had made him overseer in his house, and over all that he had, that the
Lord blessed the Egyptian’s house for Joseph’s sake; and the blessing of the Lord was upon all that
he had in the house, and in the field. 6. And ke left all that he had in Joseph’s hand; and he knew
not what he had, save for the bread which he ate. And Joseph was handsome and good looking, 7.
And it came to pass after these things, that his master’s wife cast her eyes upon Joseph; and she said,
Lie with me. 8. But he refused, and said to his master’s wife, Behold, my master knows not what is
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with me in the house, and he has committed all that he has to my hand; 9. There is none greater
in this house than I; nor has he kept back anything from me but you, because you are his wife;
how then can I do this great wickedness, and sin against God? ... 20, And Joseph’s master took
him, and put him in the prison, a place where the king’s prisoners were confined; and he was
there in the prisen. 21. But the Lord was with Joseph, and showed him mercy, and gave him
favor in the sight of the keeper of the prison. 22. And the keeper of the prison committed to
Joseph’s hand all the prisoners who were in the prison; and whatever was done there, he was the
doer of it. 23. The keeper of the prison looked not to anything that was under his hand; because
the Lord was with him, and that which he did, the Loord made it to prosper.
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40: 1. And it came to pass after these things, that the butler of the king of Egypt and his baker had
offended their lord the king of Egypt. 2. And Pharach was angry against two of his officers, against
the chief of the butlers, and against the chief of the bakers. 3. And he put them in custody in the house
of the captain of the guard, in the prison, the place where Joseph was confined. 4. And the captain of
the guard charged Joseph with them, and he served them; and they continued a season in custody. 5.
And they dreamed a dream both of them, each man his dream in one night, each man according to the
interpretation of his dream, the butler and the baker of the king of Egypt, who were confined in the
prison. 6. And Joseph came to them in the morning, and looked upon them, and, behold, they were
sad. 7. And he asked Pharaoh’s officers who were with him in the custody of his lord’s house, saying,
Why do you look so sad today? 8. And they said to him, We have dreamed a dream, and there is no
interpreter of it. And Joseph said to them, Do interpretations not belong to God? Tell them to me, 1
beg you. 9. And the chief butler told his dream to Joseph, and said to him, In my dream, behold, a vine
was before me; 10. And in the vine were three branches; and it was as though it budded, and its
blossoms shot forth; and its clusters brought forth ripe grapes; 11. And Pharaoh’s cup was in my hand;
and I took the grapes, and pressed them into Pharaoh’s cup, and I gave the cup into Pharaoh’s hand.
12. And Joseph said to him, This is the interpretation of it; The three branches are three days; 13. And
within three days shall Pharaoh lift up your head, and restore you to your place; and you shall deliver
Pharaoh’s cup into his hand, after the former mamner when you were his butler. 14. But think on me
when it shall be well with you, and show kindness, I beg you, to me, and make mention of me to
Pharaoh, and bring me out of this house; 15. For indeed I was stolen away from the land of the
Hebrews; and here also have 1 done nothing that they should put me in the dungeon. 16. When the




chief baker saw that the inferpretation was good, he said to Joseph, I also was in my dream, and,
behold, I had three white baskets on my head; 17. And in the uppermost basket there were all kinds of
baked food for Pharaoh; and the birds ate them out of the basket upon my head. 18. And Joseph
answered and said, This is the interpretation; The three baskets are three days; 19. And within three
days shall Pharaoh lift up your head off you, and shall hang you on a tree; and the birds shall eat your
flesh off you. 20. And it came to pass the third day, which was Pharaoh’s birthday, that he made a
feast for all his servants; and he lifted up the head of the chief butler and of the chief baker among his
servants. 21. And he restored the chief butler to his butlership again; and he gave the cup into
Pharaoh’s hand; 22. But he hanged the chief baker; as Joseph had interpreted to them
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