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U-Netaneh Tokef

1. Mishnah Rosh Ha-Shannah 1:2
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Mishnah. At four seasons [divine] judgment is passed on the world: at Passover in
respect of produce; at Pentacost in respect of fruit; at New Year all creatures pass
before him like children of Maron, as it says, ‘He that fashioneth the heart of them all,
that considereth all their doings'; and on Tabernacles judgment is passed in respect of
rain.

2, Talmud Bavli Rosh Ha-Shannah 16b
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R. Isaac further said: If the shofar is not sounded at the beginning of the year, evil will
befail at
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the end of it. Why so? Because the Accuser has not been confused.

R. Isaac further said: Every year which is poor at its opening becomes rich before it
ends, as it

says, From the beginning of the year — where the word is spelt meroshith— ‘unto the
end’; such a year is destined to have a 'latter end’.

R. Isaac further said: Man is judged only according to his actions up to the time of
judgment,

as it says, God hath heard the voice of the lad as he is there.

R. Isaac further said: Three things call a man's iniquities to mind, namely, a shaky wall,
the

scrutinizing of prayer, and calling for [Divine] judgment on one's fellow man. For R. Abin
said: He who calls down [Divine] judgment on his neighbour is himself punished first [for
his own sins], as it says, And Sarai said unto Abram, My wrong be upon thee, and it is
written later, And Abraham came to mourn for Sarah and to weep for her.

R. Isaac further said; Four things cancel the doom of a man, namely, charity,

supplication, change of name and change of conduct.
Charity, as it is written, And charity delivereth from death.

Supplication, as it is written, Then they cried unto the Lord in their trouble, and he
delivered them out of their distresses.

Change of name, as it is written, As for Sarai thy wife, thou shalt not call her
name Sarai, but Sarah shall her name be; and it continues, And | will bless her
and moreover | will give thee a son of her.

Change of conduct, as it is written, And God saw their works, and it continues,
and God repented of the evil which he said he would do unto them and he did it
hot.

Some say that change of place [also avails], as it is written, Now the Lord said
unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and it proceeds, and | will make of thee
a great nation. And the other [ — why does he not reckon this]? — In that case it
was the merit of the land of Israel which availed him,

3. Talmud Yerushalmi Ta’anit 2:1
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R. Leazar said: Three things nullify the harsh decree, and these are they: prayer and
charity and repentance/ And the three of them are in one verse (Il Chron. 7:14) “if My
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people, upon whom My name is called, shall humble themselves, and pray,” - this is
prayer - "and seek My face,” - this is charity, as it is written (Psalms 17:15) “As for me, |
shall behold Thy face in righteousness” - “and turn from their evil ways;” - this is
repentance. If so, what is written there (Il Chron., id.) “then will | hear from heaven, and

will forgive their sin, and will heal their land.”

(Parallel text in Bereshit Rabbah 44:2)
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Ha-Ochez be-Yad Middat Mishpat
1. Deut. 23:41-43

:D7YX "MIYRY YT D7) 2'WN 1T U9YWNA TDND) A0 713 DY ox (Kn)

41 if | whet My glittering sword, and My hand take hold on judgment: | will render
vengeance to Mine adversaries, and will recompense them that hate Me.

2R NIV YR DY 970 070 12 KR 0] 00 e VYR (an)
42 | will make Mine arrows drunk with blood, and My sword shall devour flesh; with the
blood of the slain and the captives, from the long-haired heads of the enemy.’
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43 Sing aloud, O ye nations, of His people; for He doth avenge the blood of His
servants, and doth render vengeance to His adversaries, and doth make expiation for
the land of His people. '

2. Rashi ad loc. (verse 41}
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And My hand will hold judgment - to set down the attribute of mercy with my enemies
who harmed you, (Zecharia 1:15) “[and | am very sore displeased with the nations that
are at ease;] for | was but a little displeased, and they helped for evil.” Alternatively, My
hand will held the attribute of judgment to grab it and take vengeance.

‘| will return vengeance...” - Our rabbis learned in the aggadah from the language of
scripture, which said “and My hand will hold judgment,” [that] the attribute of the Holy
One, blessed be He, are not like the attribute of flesh and blood. The attribute of fiesh
and blood, he casts an arrow and he cannot return it. But the Holy One, blessed be He,
casts his arrows and has the ability to return them, as if He were holding them in His
hand, for behold lightning is his arrow, and it is written here “my glittering sword (reading
“berak’ as "barak,” lightning) and My hand wifl hold judgment.” This judgment is a
tanguage of chastisement.




