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And they stood under the mount (Ex. 19:17):

R. Abdimi b. Hama b. Hasa said: “This teaches that the Holy One, blessed be He, overturned the
mountain upon them like an [inverted] cask, and said to them, ‘If ye accept the Torah, tis well; if
not, there shall be your burial.””

R. Aha b. Jacob observed: “This furnishes a strong protest against the Torah.”

Said Raba, “Yet even so, they re-accepted it in the days of Ahasuerus, for it is written, ‘[the
Jews] confirmed, and took upon them [etc., Esther 9:27]’; [i.e.,] they confirmed what they had
accepted long before.”
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The [above] text [stated]: Rab Judah reported in the name of Samuel: “Three thousand traditional
laws were forgotten during the period of mourning for Moses.” They said to Joshua: “Ask’; he
replied: “It is not in heaven” (Deut. 30:12).” They [the Israelites] said to Samuel: “Ask”; he

! Translations taken from the Soncino translation in the Judaic Classics Library, obtained via the HUC-JIR Jewish
Studies Portal. At times, I’ve made changes for stylistic or other reasons.



replied: “[Scripture says:] ‘These are the commandments,” (Lev. 27:34/Num. 36:13), implying
[that since the promulgation of these commandments] no prophet has now the right to introduce
anything new.”

Said R. Isaac the Smith: “Also the law relating to a sin-offering whose owners have died

was forgotten during the period of mourning for Moses. They [the Israelites] said to Phinehas:
‘Ask;’ he replied to them: ‘It is not in heaven’ (Deut. 30:12). They said to Eleazar: ‘Ask.” He
replied: ‘These are the commandments,’ (Lev. 27:34/Num. 36:13), implying [that since the
promulgation of these commandments] no prophet has now the right to introduce anything new.”

Rab Judah reported in the name of Rab: “When Moses departed [this world] for the

Garden of Eden he said to Joshua: ‘Ask me concerning all the doubts you have.” He replied to
him: ‘My Master, have I ever left you for one hour and gone elsewhere? Did you not write
concerning me in the Torah: But his servant Joshua the son of Nun departed not out of the
tabernacle?’ (Ex. 33:11). Immediately the strength [of Moses] weakened and [Joshua] forgot
three hundred laws and there arose [in his mind] seven hundred doubts [concerning laws]. Then
all the Israelites rose up to kill him. The Holy One, blessed be He, then said to him [Joshua]: ‘It
is not possible to tell you. Go and occupy their attention in war, as it says: Now after the death of
Moses the servant of the Lord, it came to pass that the Lord spake; (Josh. 1:1) and it further says;
[Prepare you victuals for within three days, etc.] (Josh. 1:11).””

It has been taught: A thousand and seven hundred kal wahomer and gezerah shawah and
specifications of the Scribes were forgotten during the period of mourning for Moses. Said R.
Abbahu: “Nevertheless Othniel the son of Kenaz restored [these forgotten teachings] as a result
of his dialectics, as it says: ‘And Othniel the son of Kenaz, the brother of Caleb, took it; and he
gave him Achsah his daughter to wife’ (Josh. 15:17). And why was her name called Achsah?
Said R. Johanan: “Because whosoever saw her was angry with his wife.”



