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The Blessing of the Broken Shofar

A. The bracha of shofarot in the musaaf amida on Rosh ha-Shanna concludes:

For you hear the voice of the Shofar, 29w 2P yw anx *>
and listen to its terua; v17n IR
and there is none like you. % 77 P
You are the source of all Blessing Adonai ' 7nx 7112
who hears to the voice of the terua nyn 5y yow
of His people Israel Hxw» my
in compassion. p'»nna
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(R. Yosef b. Meir Teomim, 1727 - 1792, Poland / Germany)
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B. The beracha recited before the sounding of the shofar:

You are the source of all blessing Adonai '3 7nx 712
Our Lord, king of the universe 7w 792 1019
who has made us holy through His commandments »nmx»a 1w7p 2wx
and commanded us 1
To hear the sound of the Shofar =9 %17 yaw®

The moment of the blasting of the shofar elicits powerful emotions. We focus on our deepest
hopes and desires for this coming year. We feel as though the music of the shofar lifts our
prayers directly to heaven. The sounds themselves are evocative and can help to bring out our
truest self. What are the spiritual mechanics of the shofar that we can harness not only on Rosh
ha-Shanna but going forward for the entire year?



YT Innag Tva

1. The Tears of the Shofar

1. Bavli, Rosh ha-Shana, 33b

Mishna

The order of the tekiot: three by three by
three. The length of a tekia is three teruot.
The length of the terua is equal to the length
of three yevavot...

Gemara

But it was taught in a berayta: the length of a
tekia is equal to a terua. Abayye said, “The
author of the mishna counted the tekiot of
each [of the three] lines; while the author of
the berayta counted one line and no other.”

The length of the terua is equal to the
length of three yevavot. But has it not
been taught in a berayta, “the length of the
terua is equal to three shevarim”!? Abaye
said, “Here there is definitely a difference of
opinion. It is written, It shall be a day of
teruah for you (Numbers 29), and it is
translated [into Aramaic] ‘It shall be a day of
yevava for you’. And it is written of the
mother of Sisera, Through the window
Sisera’s mother peered and sobbed
[vateyabev] (Judges 5).

One authority thought that this means
drawing a long sigh [the one that holds that
teruah is equal to three shevarim], and the
other that it means uttering short piercing
cries [the one that holds that teruah is equal to
three yevavot].
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2. Bavli, Rosh ha-Shana 24a

Rebbi Avahu made a takana in Caesaria [that
they blast] tekia, three shevarim-terua and
then a tekia.

What is the purpose of this takana - if it [the
terua] is a short piercing cry (ululation) let
them blast a tekia, a terua and then a tekia; if
it is a long sigh let them blast a tekia, a
shevarim and then a tekia? He is in doubt
whether [the sound of the terua] is a short
piercing cry or a longer sigh.

Rav Avira asked, “But perhaps [the terua is a]
long piercing cry and the three shevarim
ought to be considered an interruption
between [the correct] terua and a tekia?”
Afterwards they blast a tekia, terua, tekia.

Ravina asked, “But perhaps [the terua is a]
long sigh and the terua is an interruption
between the shevarim and the tekia?”
Afterwards they bast a tekia, shevarim, tekia.

What then was Rebbi Avahu’s enactment? If
[the terua] is a long wail, it was blasted; is
[the terual] is a piercing cry, it was blasted. He
was unsure if perhaps [the terua] is a long
wail followed by a piercing cry. If that is true
then it should also be reversed - tekia, terua-
shevarim, tekia - for perhaps it [the terua] is a
piercing cry followed by a long wail?
Generally speaking when something terrible
happens people wail and then cry.
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These two above passages form the backbone of our current practice. Because we are unsure of
what exactly the Biblical terua sounds like, we cover all of our bases. While there is confusion
about the shape of the sound - is it short and piercing or long and wailing - the Talmud takes for
granted that the model is one of crying. What does that teach us about the blasting of the Shofar?

Not only is the shape of the sounds modeled on crying, but the number of blasts is also built on
tears.

3. Rabbeinu Chananel* Mas. Rosh ha- R"Y 1% N7 7T WK NOOR DRI 1920
Shanah 35a

(990 to 1053, Kairouan, Tunisia. Student of the

last Geonim teacher of the Rif)

Sisera's mother cried one hundred cries, and we =wy Y& 87007 AR INYD NPYD RN
hold over ten. When we complete all of our x»w»pn %p m9onm 95 Panws PR (R)
personal prayers and the ninety shofar blows n"wn n"wn 7wy »an5 vann axTmT
sounded during them, we must add a final ten JIRA 3T AN
TaSHRaT, TaSHaT, TaRaT [the shofar blows],

and this comes to a total of one hundred blows

[like Sisera’s mother cried]

(*See also the Aruch in the entry on the word 27y quoted in Tosafot on the Daf, Rosh ha-
Shana 33b)

4. Vayikra Rabba 27:7 TIT2 727 RPN

A woman cries 100 cries at the times =2wn7 %y nawyw nywa 7yd JwRIw Ny 'p
when she gives birth: 99 of death and one 0°°1% NARY N°RY YW 2vwn
of life.



5. Meshech Chochmah
Parshat Emor Chapter 23

(Rabbi Meir Simcha of Dvinsk, 1843 - 1926)
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The one hundred blasts of the shofar on Rosh 5%y .mwn w12 oovpinw niop axnb mn
HaShanah are hinted at. Through the words - nwas ®mmIn WA ROKRT A7 %D
brought in Midrash Tanchuma on Parshat Tazria v awsn nvys axn 775 WX .7 90
section four, it says there, a woman cries one nnxy M5 v"X ,M2AWNT HY NP RFWD
hundred cries when she gives birth: ninety-nine mxwm Sam ,"o»w nan orm" .oond
for death and one for life. “The day the world was vawb w 7om> ox ,7awn %y nawr
born” the world and all that fills it are similarly NP IRA DYPIN
born, whether for compassion or judgement, so

we sound one hundred blasts.

I1. The Appropriate Beracha - y1nw> vs. P07
‘to hear’ or ‘to blast’

1. She’iltot of Rav Achai Gaon, 171

(Middle of 8th century - Bavel to Palestine.
First post-Talmudic rabbinic written work)

That the Jewish People are obligated to blast
a shofar on the first of Tishrei as it states “In
the seventh month...” And now, how should
one act? Before one prays Mussaf, the
shaliach tzibbur must arise on his feet and
everyone else is sitting, and he shall take a
shofar in his hand and make the blessing:
“Blessed are You.. and have commanded us
to blast the shofar” and “That you have kept
us alive [until this time]” and then he shall
blow.
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Note that this beracha does not appear in the Talmud. At first glance this is somewhat
surprising. However, it becomes clear that the Gemara understood that the berachot of mussaf
are in fact the beracha of the Shofar. The development of the tekiot that take place before musaf
is a subject in and of themselves, but it is that practice that necessitated the establishment of new
(post-Talmudic) beracha. The She’iltot is here initiating a new practice.


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Achai_Gaon

2. Responsa of Rambam, 142
(ed. Blau)

Question: What is the difference between “to
hear the sound of the shofar” and “on the
blowing of the shofar”?

Answer: The difference between them is very
great. For the obligated mitzvah is not the
blasting, but rather listening to the blasts. For
were the mitzvah the blasting, each and every
male would be obligated to blast himself, just as
each individual is obligated to dwell in a succah
and to take a lulav. And one who heard but did
not blast, would not fulfill his obligation. And
one who blew but did not hear would fulfill his
obligation, for example, if he stopped up his ears
completely and blew the shofar, he would fulfill
his obligation, because he blew.

But this is not the case. Rather, the mitzvah is
listening, not blasting, and we only blow so that
we may hear, just like the mitzvah is dwelling in
the succah, not building it, and we only build it
in order that we may dwell in it. Thus, we bless
“To sit [in a succah]” and we do not bless “To
make [a succah].” And we will bless “To hear the
sound of the shofar” and we will not bless “On
the blowing of the shofar.”

3. Rosh (Rabbeinu Asher, 1250 - 1327, Germany to

Spain), Mas. Rosh Hashana, 4:10

And Rabbeinu Tam (Yaakov b. Meir, 1100 - 1171,
France. Grandson of Rashi.) wrote that one should
make a blessing on the blowing of the shofar [or “On
the Blowing of the Shofar”] because its doing is the
completion of the mitzvah. And Ra’avyah (Eliezer
ben Yoel ha-Levi, 1140 - 1225, Germany) quotes a
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Yerushalmi that the blower of the shofar must bless
“That you have commanded us to hear the sound of
and so writes the author of Halakhot
Gedolot... that the reason is because one fulfills his

the shofar”...
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obligation with hearing the sound of the shofar not

with blowing it...

4. Rambam, Book of Mitzvot, Positive

Commandment 170

It is that we are commanded to listen to the
sound of the shofar on the first day of Tishrei,
and that is His statement: “A day of blasts

you shall have for you” (Num. 29:1).

5. Rambam, Laws of Shofar, Title

To listen to the sound of the shofar on the first

of Tishrei.

6. Rambam, Laws of Shofar, 1:1
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There is a positive Biblical commandment to nyn ymw> a0 v owy mxn
listen to the blasting of the shofar on Rosh ymn ov wmxiw mwn wy-a own

Hashana as it says, “A day of blasts you shall

have for you.” (Num. 29:1).

7. Rambam, Laws of Shofar 3:10

The prevalent custom regarding the order
of the Shofar blasts in public on Rosh ha-
Shanna is as follows: After the Torah has
been read and returned to its place, the
community sits and one person stands
and recites the following blessing, “You
are the source of all blessing Adonai, our
Lord, King of eternity, who has sanctified
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us through your commandments and has
commanded us to hear the voice of the
shofar.” And the community answer
Amen. Then shehchiyanu is recited...

8. Rambam, Guide of the Perplexed, I11:43 (University of Chicago edition)

New Year lasts similarly for one day. For it is a day of repentance in which the attention
of the people is called to their negligence. Therefor the shofar is blown on it, as we have
explained in Mishneh Torah. It is, as it were, a preparation for, and introduction to, the
Day of the Fast.

9. Minchat Chinukh, Mitzvah 405, s.v. ;"R mRn T nman
Mah  shekatav harav  hamichaber YIPND IR 9annT 297 answ e '
mitzvah litkoa

(Rabbeinu Yosef Babad, 1800 - 1874, Ternopoli,

Ukraine / Poland)

See what the later commentators have written 37 omws ,0oman87 MY O P
regarding this mitzvah, that both the hearing x%1 7nxy mgnn %0 mvpnn 31 mvnwn
and the blowing are part of the mitzvah, and one pwin 133 20 1wRA YyAWT 230 KD 1120
without the other is insufficient. For one who ymwa 185 T1¥n7 RPOKR LRI PR N
hears from someone who is not obligated, like xpy7 x¥v %177 ™01 ¥yP0 NPAD o P TIAY
from women and the like, does not fulfill his XD TvInw K92 7PN 391 .20 177200
obligation. Thus, the mitzvah is not only hearing ypinn (51D) TIwR WRNA W\ LRI
but one must also blow, and thus he can fulfill 191 M0 PN
his obligation only via someone who is

obligated. Similarly, blowing without hearing is

not sufficient, as is explicit in Tractate Rosh

Hashana (27b): one who blows in a pit, etc.
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II1. Wordless Ritual in Jewish Life

1) Duties of the Heart

(Bachya ibn Pakuda, first half of the 11th
century, Saragossa, Spain. The book was
translated from the Arabic c. 1170 by Yehuda ibn
Tibbon)

Man, as we know, is made up of body and soul;
both of these are great favors which the Creator
has bestowed upon us. One is seen, the other is
unseen. We, in turn, are bound to serve the
Creator both outwardly and inwardly.
Outwardly, through the duties of the limbs:
prayer, fasting, charity; the study and teaching
of Torah; sukkah, lulav, tzitzit, mezuza, making a
guardrail for the roof; and any other precept
which culminates in an act which is carried out
by the body.

Inwardly, through the duties of heart: by
acknowledging in our heart God’s unity, having
faith in Him and in His Torah; assuming His
service; by being in awe of Him; humbling
oneself and feeling shame before Him;
abstaining from what is hateful to Him; by
letting all that one does be for His sake; by
contemplating His good graces toward us; and
anything like this which culminates in the
meditation of the heart and conscience, with no
dependance on the surface of the limbs of the
body.
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How would you categorize the shofar - as a duty of the heart or duty of the limbs? How might

this question impact the issue of the beracha?
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The Vonderer Rebbe (Stevie)

"Have A Talk With God"

There are people who have let the problems of today
Lead them to conclude that for them life is not the way
But every problem has an answer and if yours you cannot find
You should talk it over to Him
He'll give you peace of mind
When you feel your life's too hard
Just go have a talk with God

Many of us feel we walk alone without a friend
Never communicating with the One who lives within
Forgetting all about the One who never ever lets you down
And you can talk to Him anytime He's always around
When you feel your life's too hard
Just go have a talk with God

Well He's the only free psychiatrist that's known throughout the world
For solving problems of all men, women, little boys and girls
When you feel your life's too hard
Just go have a talk with God
When you feel your life's too hard
Just go have a talk with God
When your load's too much to bear
Just go talk to God He cares
I know he does

When you feel your life's too hard
Just go have a talk with God
thank you
thank you very much
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yQVeCxtuP14

