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Judges 11:30-32 (English translation from JPS 1917)

30 And Jephthah vowed a vow unto the
LORD, and said: 'If Thou wilt indeed
deliver the children of Ammon into my
hand, 31 then it shall be, that whatsoever
cometh forth of the doors of my house to
meet me, when I return in peace from the
children of Ammon, it shall be the
LORD'S, and I will offer it up for a burnt-
offering.'
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Judges 11:37-40 (English translation from JPS 1917)

37 And she said unto her father: 'Let this
thing be done for me: let me alone two
months, that I may depart and go down
upon the mountains, and bewail my
virginity, I and my companions.' 38 And he
said: 'Go.' And he sent her away for two
months; and she departed, she and her
companions, and bewailed her virginity
upon the mountains. 39 And it came to pass
at the end of two months, that she returned
unto her father, who did with her according
to his vow which he had vowed; and she
had not known man. And it was a custom
in Isracl, 40 that the daughters of Israel
went yearly to lament the daughter of
Jephthah the Gileadite four days in a year.

Bavli Taanit 4a

Rabbi Shmuel bar Nahmani said in the name of
Rabbi Yochanan: “Three people made requests
of God in inappropriate ways. Two of them
were answered appropriately, one was
answered inappropriately, and these are themL
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Eliezer the servant of Abraham, Saul the son of
Kish and Yiftah of Gilead... Yiftah of Gilead,
as it says “It will be whatever exits the door of
my house etc...” It was possible that it might
be something impure. He was answered
inappropriately—His daughter happened upon
him.
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| Rabbi David Kimhi’s Commentary on the Book of Judges 11:31

(31) “And I will sacrifice him/it as a burnt
offering”—The opinion of the sages on this is
known. My father explained “And I will
sacrifice him/it: The letter vav [translated here
as “and”’] should be read here as “or.” The
meaning of [verse 31] is that it/he will be
consecrated to God if it is not fitting to be a
burnt offering, or [ will sacrifice him/it as a
burnt offering if it is fitting., This vav is the
same as “If he strikes his father and mother” -
(Ex. 21:15) [which means] “or mother.” He
explained it well, and thus it seems from the
verse that he did not killed her, as it says “1
will cry for my virginity.” (v. 37) This is
evidence that he did not kill her, rather that she
never knew a man, as it says “she never knew a
man.” (v. 39) It also says “Thus he did to her
that which he had sworn,” (v. 39), and not “he
sacrificed her as a burnt offering.” This is
evidence that its meaning is “This is the vow
which he sowre, and she was God’s.” This
makes sense according to the simple reading of
the verses. If the words of the sages are a
tradition which they hold-in their hands, we
must accept them
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Exodus 21:15 (Inglish translation from JPS 1917)

15 And he that smiteth his father, or his Dp1e nin ,IBR) 128 907
mother, shall be surely put to death.

Rabbi David Kimhi’s Commentary on the Book of Judges 11:3
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of the world.




