From a Deaf Heart to a New Heart

MISHNAH

IF ONE BATHES IN THE WATER OF A PIT OR IN THE WATER OF

TIBERIAS AND DRIES HIMSELF EVEN WITH TEN TOWELS, HE MUST NOT FETCH
THEM IN HIS HAND. BUT TEN MEN MAY DRY THEIR FACES, HANDS, AND FEET
ON ONE TOWEL AND FETCH IT IN THEIR HANDS. ONE MAY OIL AND [LIGHTLY]
MASSAGE [THE BODY]. BUT NOT KNEAD OR SCRAPE. YOU MUST NOT GO DOWN
TO A WRESTLING GROUND, OR INDUCE VOMITING, OR STRAIGHTEN AN
INFANT['S LIMBS], OR SET A BROKEN BONE. IF ONE'S HAND OR FOOT IS
DISLOCATED, HE MUST NOT AGITATE IT VIOLENTLY IN COLD WATER BUT MAY
BATHE IT IN THE USUAL WAY, AND IF IT HEALS, IT HEALS.

R. Helbo said: The wine of Perugitha and the water of Diomsith cut off the Ten
Tribes from Israel.

R. Eleazar b. ‘Arak visited that place. He was attracted to them, and [in
consequence] his learning vanished. When he returned, he arose to read in the
Scroll [of the Torah]. He wished to read, Hahodesh hazeh lakem [This month
shall be unto you, etc.], [instead of which] he read haharesh hayah libbam.

But the scholars prayed for him, and his learning returned. And it is thus that we
learnt, R. Nehorai said: Be exiled to a place of Torah, and say not that it will
follow thee, for thy companions will establish it in thy possession; and do not
rely on thine own understanding.

A Tanna taught: His name was not R. Nehorai but R. Nehemiah; whilst others
state, his name was R. Eleazar b. ‘Arak, and why was he called R. Nehorai?
Because he enlightened [manhir] the eyes of the Sages in halachah.
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An ever-increasing wellspring.

9. Rabban Yochanan the son of Zakkai had five

disciples: Rabbi Eliezer the son of Hurkenus, Rabbi Joshua the
son of Chananya, Rabbi Yossei the Kohen, Rabbi Shimon the
son of Nethanel, and Rabbi Elazar the son of Arach. He would
recount their praises: Rabbi Eliezer the son of Hurkenus is a
cemented cistern that loses not a drop; Rabbi Joshua the son
of Chananya---fortunate is she who gave birth to him; Rabbi
Yossei the Kohen---a chassid (pious one); Rabbi Shimon the
son of Nethanel fears sin; Rabbi Elazar ben Arach is as an
ever-increasing wellspring.

[Rabbi Yochanan] used to say: If all the sages of Israel were to
be in one cup of a balance-scale, and Eliezer the son of
Hurkenus were in the other, he would outweigh them all.

Abba Shaul said in his name: If all the sages of Israel were to
be in one cup of a balance-scale, Eliezer the son of Hurkenus
included, and Elazar the son of Arach were in the other, he
would outweigh them all.
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R .Yochana Ben Zakai had five students. For as long as he
lived did they sit before him. When he died, they went to
Jabneh. R. Eleazar b. Arakh, however, joined his wife at
Emmaus, a place of good water and lovely in aspect. He
waited for them to come to him, but they did not. As they
failed to do so, he wanted to go to them, but his wife
would not let him.

She said‘ ,Who needs whom?' He answered’ ,They need
me.

'She said to him, 'In the case of a vessel [containing food]
and mice, which goes to which? Do the mice go to the
vessel or does the vessel come to the mice?' He listened to
her and remained there until he had forgotten his learning.
After a while, they came to him and asked: 'Which is better
to eat along with a spread, bread made of wheat or bread
made of barley?' But he was unable to answer




