1. Seeing the voices
Gittin 23A

MISHNAH. ALL [PERSONS] ARE QUALIFIED TO ACT AS BEARERS OF A GET
EXCEPT - A DEAF-MUTE, A LUNATIC, AND A MINOR, A BLIND MAN AND A
HEATHEN.(...)

THE GENERAL PRINCIPLE IS THAT ANY BEARER WHO COMMENCES AND
FINISHES [HIS MISSION] IN FULL POSSESSION OF HIS MENTAL FACULTIES
IS QUALIFIED.

GEMARA. We understand a deaf-mute, a lunatic, and a minor being
disqualified, because they do not know what they are doing; also a
heathen, because in any case he himself cannot release. But why should a
blind person be disqualified?

R. Shesheth says: Because he does not know from whom he takes [the
Get] and to whom he delivers it.

R. Joseph strongly demurred to this. In that case, [he said,] how is it
permitted to a blind man to associate with his wife, or to any men to
associate with their wives at night time? Is it not by recognising the voice?
So here, [a blind person] can recognise the voice!

No, said R. Joseph; the fact is that here we are speaking of [a Get brought
from] foreign parts, [the bearer of which] has to declare, ‘In my presence
it was written and in my presence it was signed’, and a blind man cannot
say this.
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2. Father, Rav, Nassi and King
Kiddushin 32B

R. Isaac b. Shila said in R. Mattena's name in the name of R. Hisda: If a
father renounces the honour due to him, it is renounced; but if a Rabbi
renounces his honour, it is not renounced. R. Joseph ruled: Even if a Rabbi
renounces his honour, it is renounced, for it is said: And the Lord went
before them by day. Said Raba: How compare! There, with respect to the
Holy One, blessed be He, the world is His and the Torah is His; [hence] He
can forego His honour. But here, is then the Torah his [the Rabbi's]?
Subsequently Raba said: Indeed, the Torah is his [the scholar's], for it is
written, and in his law doth he meditate day and night.

But that is not so (...) R. Ashi said: Even on the view that if a Rabbi
renounces his honour it is renounced, yet if a Nasi renounces his honour,
his renunciation is invalid. An objection is raised (...)

Said R. Zadok unto them: ‘How long will you disregard the honour of the
Omnipresent and occupy yourselves with the honour of men! The Holy
One, blessed be He, causeth the winds to blow, the vapours to ascend,
the rain to fall, the earth to yield, and sets a table before every one; and
we — shall not R. Gamaliel Berabbi stand over us and offer drink’! — But
if stated, it was thus stated: R. Ashi said: Even on the view that if a Nasi
renounces his honour it is valid, yet if a king renounces his honour it is
not, for it is said, thou shalt surely set a king over thee, teaching that his
authority shall be over thee.
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3. Honor the Old -
Kiddushin 32B

32 Thou shalt rise up before the hoary head, and honour the face of
the old man, and thou shalt fear thy God: | am the LORD

Our Rabbis taught: Thou shalt rise up before the hoary head;

| might think, even before an aged sinner; therefore it is said, and honour
the face of a zaken, and ‘zaken’ can only refer to a Sage, for it is said:
Gather unto me seventy men of the elders of Israel.

R. Jose the Galilean said: ‘Zaken’ [means] only he who has acquired
wisdom, for it is said: The Lord possessed me [sc. Wisdom personified] as
the beginning of his way.

I might think that one might stand up before him [even] at a great
distance: therefore it is written, . . . thou shalt rise up, and thou shalt
honour, [implying], | ordered one to rise up only where it confers honour.
| might think that one must honour him with money, therefore it is
written: ‘thou shalt rise up and thou shalt honour’: just as rising up
involves no monetary loss, so does honouring also mean without
monetary loss. | might think that one must rise up before him out of a
privy or a bathhouse, therefore it is written ‘thou shalt rise up and thou
shalt honour’, [implying] | ordered to rise up only in a place where it
confers honour. | might think that one may shut his eyes as though he has
not seen him: therefore it is taught, . . . thou shalt rise up, and thou shalt
fear thy God: of what is known to the heart only it is said, and thou shalt
fear thy God... Issi b. Judah said: Thou shalt rise up before the hoary head
implies even any hoary head
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4. Riding or walking — Torah and the learner
Kidushin 33B

The scholars propounded: Is riding the same as walking, or not?

Said Abaye: Come and hear: If the unclean person sits under a tree and
the clean person stands, he is defiled; if the unclean person stands under
the tree and the clean person sits, he remains clean; but if the unclean
person sat down, the clean one is defiled. And the same applies to a
leprous stone.

Now, R. Nahman b. Cohen said: This proves that riding is the same as
walking. This proves it.

The scholars propounded: Must one rise before a Scroll of the Law? — R.
Hilkiah, R. Simon and R. Eleazar say: It follows a fortiori: if we rise before
those who study it, how much more before that itself! R. Elai and R. Jacob
b. Zabdi were sitting when R. Simeon b. Abba passed by, whereupon they
rose before him. Said he to them: [You should not have risen;] firstly,
because you are Sages, whereas | am but a haber: moreover, shall then

the Torah rise before its students! Now, he held with R. Eleazar, who said:

A scholar must not stand up before his teacher when he [the disciple] is
engaged in studying. Abaye condemned this [teaching].
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