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A. Models of Leadership — Standing up Against Injustice

1. Exodus 2:11-17

And it came to pass in those days, when Moses was grown, that he
went out to his brothers, and looked on their burdens; and he spied an
Egyptian beating a Hebrew, one of his brothers. And he looked this
way and that way, and when he saw that there was no man, he slew the
Egyptian, and hid him in the sand. And when he went out the second
day, behold, two men of the Hebrews struggled together; and he said to
the one who did the wrong, Why do you strike your fellow? And he
said, Who made you a prince and a judge over us? ... And the priest of
Midian had seven daughters; and they came and drew water, and filled
the troughs to water their father’s flock. And the shepherds came and
drove them away; but Moses stood up and helped them, and watered
their flock.

2. Genesis, 18:17-19

And the Lord said, Shall I hide from Abraham that thing which |
do; Seeing that Abraham shall surely become a great and mighty
nation, and all the nations of the earth shall be blessed in him? For |
know him, that he will command his children and his household
after him, and they shall keep the way of the Lord, to do justice and
judgment; that the Lord may bring upon Abraham that which he has
spoken of him.

3. Rashi, ad. loc.

That which I will do — in Sodom. It is not appropriate for me to do
this thing without informing him. | have given him this land, and
these five cities belong to him, as it says, “The border of Canan is
from Zidon... going to Sodom and Amorah” (Gen. 10:19). I have
called him Avraham, the Father of many nations, and I should
destroy the children and not inform the father who is my beloved?!

4. Ramban, ad. loc.

And Avraham will surely be... “The simple sense of this verse is
thus: Will | hide from Avraham this thing?! Behold, he is beloved
to me, that I will make him a mighty nation” — these are the words
of Rashi. But the correct explanation is that God spoke regarding
Avraham’s honor. He said: Behold he will in the future be a great
and mighty nation, and his memory will be among his seed and all
the nations of the land for a blessing, therefore | will not hide this
from him. For [were | to hide it], future generations will say - How
did God conceal this from him?! or How did this righteous man act
so cruely regarding his neighbors who lived next to him, and he did
not have compassion or pray for them at all?!
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B. That’s All Very Nice, But What About Halakha?

5. Babylonian Talmud, Baba Mezia, 71a

R. Joseph taught: “If thou lend money to any of my people that is
poor by thee:” [this teaches, if the choice lies between] my people
and a foreigner, ‘my people’ has preference; the poor or the rich —
the ‘poor’ takes precedence; thy poor [sc. thy relatives] and the
[general] poor of thy town — thy poor come first; the poor of thy
city and the poor of another town — the poor of thine own town
have prior rights.

The Master said: ‘[If the choice lies between] my people and a
foreigner — "my people" has preference.” But is it not obvious? —
R. Nahman answered: Huna told me it means that even if [money is
lent] to the foreginer on interest, and to the Israelite without [the
latter should take precedence].

6. Deutoronomy 15:7

If there is among you a poor man of one of your brothers inside
any of your gates in your land which the Lord your God gives
you, you shall not harden your heart, nor shut your hand from
your poor brother

7. Deutoronomy 23:20-21

20. You shall not lend upon interest to your brother; interest of
money, interest of foodstuff, interest of any thing that is lent
upon interest; 21. To a stranger you may lend upon interest; but
to your brother you shall not lend upon interest; that the Lord
your God may bless you in all that you set your hand to in the
land where you are entering to possess.

8. Exodus 22:20; 23:9

22:20 You shall not wrong a stranger, nor oppress him; for you
were strangers in the land of Egypt

23:9 Also you shall not oppress a stranger; for you know the
heart of a stranger, seeing you were strangers in the land of

Egypt.

9. Critique of Ramban to Rambam’s Book of Mitzvot, Positive
Mitzvot Omitted, no. 15

That we are commanded to sustain the life of the resident-alien (ger
toshav), and to save him from harm. If he was drowning in a river,
or a building collapsed on him, we must endeavor to save him with
all of our effort. And if he were sick, we should involve ourselves
in his medical treatment...

And this is the intent of the verse: “And if your brother falters, and
his hand slips with you, you should strengthen him, a resident-
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stranger (ger toshav) and he should live with you. Similarly the
Talmud states: “You are obligated to sustain the life of a resident-

alien, but you are not obligated to do so for a heathan.” (Pesachim
21b).

10. Babylonian Talmud, Avoda Zara 64b

Who is a ger toshav? Any [Gentile] who takes upon himself in the
presence of three haverim not to worship idols. Such is the
statement of R. Meir. But the Sages declare: Any [Gentile] who
takes upon himself the seven precepts which the sons of Noah
undertook; Others maintain: These do not come within the category
of a ger toshab; but who is a ger toshav? A proselyte who eats of
animals not ritually slaughtered, i.e., he took upon himself to
observe all the precepts mentioned in the Torah apart from the
prohibition of [eating the flesh of] animals not ritually slaughtered

11. Meiri, Baba Mezia, 71a

A Jew and a non-Jew who come to borrow money from a Jew, and
it is impossible to lend to both of them, it is a mitzvah to lend first
to the Jew, without charging interest, and not to the non-Jew,
although one could charge him interest. Nevertheless, there is a
mitzvah- and ethical-quality to lend to the non-Jew, albeit with
interest — since he came before you to borrow, you should not turn
him away empty-handed. However, you are not obligated to lend
him without interest.

There are those who explain that this is what our rabbis intended
when they said: “’To the non-Jew though may lend with interest’ —
this is a positive mitzvah”... that there is a mitzvah element in
lending to a non-Jew, albeit that one is entitled to do so with
charging intrest, and that we should not abandon him completely.
This is also intended in their statement: ““If you lend money to My
people’ — My people and a non-Jew, My people take precedence”...
from this we see that even a non-Jew is included [in the mitzvah] of
the verse, but that to lend to the Jew without interest takes
precedence over lending to him even with interest, and that the non-
Jew is not entitle to take precedence. Nevertheless, even he is
included in the mitzvah and ethical obligation.

12. Responsa Hatam Sofer, YD, 234

... Because all the prioritizing [in the list of who receives tzedakah,
such as one’s own poor over the poor of another city] only refer to
who comes first, not to endanger lives, God forbid! Thus, if two
people have equal needs, that they both need to sustain their lives
with meager bread and measured water, in such a case we will say
that this one comes before that one. But if the people of Jerusalem
have their bare sustenance, they have no claim [to our tzedakah
funds] until every single other city[‘s poor] has received equal
support. Then, from whatever funds remain, we will attend to the
poor’s need for clothing and similar matter, and in this area we will
apply our list of who comes before whom, until they are all equally
provided for in this area as well. And similarly in all matters, they
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never said to disregard a need (of one group), only to give priority
[to one group over another within a specific area of needs].

13. Arukh HaShulkhan, Yoreh Deah, 251:4

... However, regarding the principle [of prioritizing one’s relatives],
| find this matter very difficult. For if we take this principle
literally, that the top categories take precedence over the bottom
ones, to the extent that one does not have to give at all to the lower
categories, if so, consider the following. It is well known that every
rich person has a lot of poor relatives [and will give all his tzedakah
only to them]. How much more so will this be the case for a normal
homeowner who has limited tzedakah funds. If we were to follow
the above principle, then those poor people who have no rich
relatives will die from starvation! How can we say such a thing?
Therefore, it is clear to me that the actual ruling is that every
homeowner or rich person who gives tzedakah is obligated to give a
portion to the poor who are not his relatives. However, he should
give more to his relatives than to those who are not his relatives.
And similarly regarding this entire hierarchy.

14. Tosefta, Gittin, 3:13-14

[3] A city that has in it Jews and non-Jews, the charity-collectors
collect from Jews and non-Jews [alike], for the sake of ways-of-
peace. They provide food to the poor of the non-Jews with the poor
of the Jews for the sake of ways-of-peace.

[14] They [i.e., Jews] eulogize and bury the dead of non-Jews
because of ways-of-peace, and they console the mourners of non-
Jews because of ways-of-peace.

15. Rambam, Laws of Kings, 10:12

And it would appear to me that we act towards a resident-alien with
courtesy and acts of lovingkindness as we do with a Jew, for behold
we are command to sustain their lives, as it says, “To the resident-
alien who is in your gates you should give it and he should eat.”
And when our Sages said that we do not repeat words of peace to
them — they were referring to [regular] non-Jews, not to the
resident-alien.

Even regarding the non-Jew, our Sages have commanded us to visit
their sick and to bury their dead alongside the Jewish dead, and to
feed their poor amongst the Jewish poor, because of ways-of-peace.
Behold the verse says, “God is good to all and His compassion is on
all of his creatures.” And it says, “Her [the Torah’s] ways are ways
of pleasantness and all of its paths are peace.”
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