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Commandment and Control in Marriage —
The Poetics of Mishnah Kiddushin Chapter 1
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1. A woman is acquired in three ways,and she acquires herself in two ways.
She is acquired through money, contract, sexual intercourse.
Money - Beit Shamai say: dinar or its equivalent; Beit Hillel say: a peruta or its equivalent...
She acquires herself through a get or through the death of the husband.
A levirate wife is acquired through sexual intercourse, and acquires herself through
the shoe-removal ceremony or through the death of the levirate husband.

2. A Hebrew slave is acquired through money or through a contract,
and acquires himself through years, through a Jubilee [year], or through prorated money.
A Hebrew maidservant additionally acquires herself through signs [of puberty].
[A pierced slave] is acquired by piercing,and acquires by Jubilee or the master's death.
3. A Canaanite slave is acquired with money, a contract or establishment of possession; and
acquires himself with money by others or a contract by himself — the words of R. Meir. The Sages
say.even money by himself and contract by others, as long as the money is provided by others.

4. A large animal is acquired through transfer [of the reins],and a small animal through lifting -
the words of Rabbi Meir and Rabbi Elazar.The sages say: A small animal is acquired by pulling.

5. Property which is lienable is acquired through money, a contract, or possession;
and that which is not lienable is acquired only through pulling [it].
Property which is not lienable can be acquired along with property which is lienable
through money, through a contract, or through establishment of possession...
6. Anything which acts as currency for something else, once this one comes into
possession, he is obligated for its exchange...
The high authority (= Temple) [acquires] by money,and the lay authority by possession.
Speech to the high [authority] is like transfer to the lay [authority].

7. All commandments of the son upon the father - men are obligated, and women are exempt.
All commandments of the father upon the son -both men and women are obligated.
Every positive time-bound commandment - men are obligated and women are exempt.
Every positive non-time-bound commandment - both men and women are obligated.
Every negative commandment, whether time-bound or not - both men and women are obligated. ..

8. Leanings, wavings, presentations, fistfuls, incense offerings, bird decapitations, receptions
of blood, and thigh services,apply by men, but do not apply by women...

9. Any non-land-related commandment applies inside and outside the Land [of Israel], and
any land-related commandment which is tied to the land applies only in the Land...

10. Anyone who does one commandment — [they] shower good upon him, lengthen his
days, and he inherits the Land. And anyone who does not do a single commandment -
[they] do not shower good upon him or lengthen his days, and he does not inherit the Land
He who has neither Scripture, the Oral Law, or profession - is not part of civilization;
One who seizes all three — of him is said: "...and the three-ply cord is not quickly severed."
(Ecclesiastes 4:12)
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http://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Mishnah/Seder_Nashim/Tractate_Kiddushin/Chapter_1/1#is_acquired
http://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Mishnah/Seder_Nashim/Tractate_Kiddushin/Chapter_1/1#levirate_wife
http://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Mishnah/Seder_Nashim/Tractate_Kiddushin/Chapter_1/1#shoe-removal

Study Questions for Hevruta on Kiddushin Chapter
1

. How many mishnahs in this chapter deal directly with the subject of the tractate

(betrothal)?

. Divide this chapter into two main sections, based on subject matter and use of

keywords or key phrases.

a. Do all the mishnahs in this chapter fit neatly into this division? If not — which
mishnah(s) seems to be "odd man out™? How might we account for this?

b. Divide each of the two main sections in the chapter into subsections, again
basing the division on thematic and/or linguistic considerations.

. Why, in your view, did the Mishnah join these two sections together in the

framework of a single chapter? Can you detect linguistic or thematic connections

between the sections that might help explain the connection between the two?

. The concluding mishnah of our chapter is aggadic, rather than halakhic. What

idea(s) does it present, and why is this mishnah brought here? Should it be read as

a conclusion to the second section, a conclusion to the chapter as a whole, or both?
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