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{A] Our rabbis taught: It happened that
a cerfain stindent cams before R. Joshua.
- He said to him: “Is the evening prayer
optional or compulsory?” He said to him:
“Optional.” ¥e came bgfore R. Gamaliel,
He said to him: “Is the evening prayer
optional or compulsory?” He said to him:
“Compulsory.” He said to him: “But R:
Joshua told me ‘optional’t He said fo

him: “Walt uitil the shxeld-bearers enter

the bet mldrash »

[B] When the shield-beaters entered,
the questioner stood and asked: “Is the
evening prayer-optional or compulsory?”
R. Gamaliel said to him: “Compulsory.”
R. Gamaliel .said to the sages: “Is there
anyone who disagrees coneerning fhis
matter?” R. Joshua said to him; “No.” He
said to him: “But they told me ‘optional’
in your namel” He gaid to bim: “Joshua,
stand on your feet, and let them testify
against you,”

[C] R. Joshua stood on his feet and said:
- “If Twere alive and he dead-~ihe living
can contradict the -dead. Buf now that I
‘am alive.and he is alive—how can the
living contradioct the living?”

~

[YIVRTRERVIE LI/H'—%JLF/“"'
[a)é And it happened that a certain sfudent
came and asked R. Joshua; “What is {the
law conceming) the evening praye:?” He
said to him: “Optional” He came and-
asked R. Gamaliel: “What is [the law
concerning] the evening prayer?” He said
to him: “Compulsory.” He sdid fo him:
“But R. Joshua told me ‘Optional™” He
said to him: “Tomorrow, when I enter the
bet hava ‘ad, stand and ask this law.” ’

[b] On the next day, that student stoed

and asked R. Gamaliel: “What is [the

law concerning] the evening prayer?” He

said to him: “Compulsory,” He said fo

him: “But R. Joshua told me ‘optional’l”

R. Gamatie] said to R. Joshua: “Is it you
who says. ‘optional®?” He said to him:

“No.” He said to him: “Stand on your

feet, and let them testify against you.”
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[D] R. Gamaliel was sitting and teaching,
and R. Joshua was standing on his feet,
until all the people shouted and said
to Huzpit the furgeman: “Stop,” and he
stopped.” They said: “How long will he
go-on troubling him? In Rosh Hashana,
last year he troubled him; in Bekhorot, he
troubled him in the matter of R. Zadok;?
now too he troublss him. Let us remove
him,

[B] “Whom shall we appoint? Shall we
appoint R. Joshua?—he is involved in
the matter, Shall we appoeint R. Agiva?
—he might be punished, because he
has no ancestral merit. Rather, we shall
appoint R, Elazar b, Azaria, for he is
wise [Fakham], and he is rich, and he
is tenth fin- descent) from Hzra” He is
wise—If one asks him, he can answer
him, And he is rich~if he has to go to
the court of the Cagsar {o pay honor, he
too can go pay honor. And he is tenth
[in descent] from Ezra--he has ancestral
merit, and he cannot be punished,

[F] They-went and said fo him: “Is it
agreeable to the master to become head
of the academy [resh merivia]?* He
said to themi: “T will go and consult
my family.”” He went and consulted his .
wife. She said to him: “Perhaps they
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{d] And R, Gamalie! was sitting and
teaching, and R. Joshua was standing
on his feet, until all the:people shouted
and said to R, Huzpit the mefurgeman:
“Dismiss the people.” They said to R,
Zenon the hazzan: “Say ‘Begin’”; and
ke said: “Begin[?—This passage is
obscure.] And all the people stood on
their feet and said to him: “‘Fer upon
whom has your evil not come always? ”
(Nzhum 3:19)

[f] They went and appointed R. Elazar b,

A=zaria to the academy (yeshiva). He was

sixteen years old, and his whole head

became full of gray hair, '
[e] And R. Aqiva was sitting and feeling
troubled, and he said: “It is not that he

is a more learned man than I, buf he is

more a descendant of great peopls than L.

Happy is the man whose forefathers have

gained privilege for him} Happy is the

man who has a peg on which to hangl”

And what was R, Blazar b, Azaria’s peg?

That he was the tenth generation fiom
Bezra.

7. Lit, “*Stand,’ and be stood™—as R. Joshua had been forced to do,

8. I have translated Rosh Hashana and Bekhorot as referring to the tractafes by those
_ names in which similar stories of R. Joshua’s humiliation by R. Gamaliel appear (mRosh
* Hashana 2:8-9 and bBekhorot 363). Sce Goldenberg, “Deposition of Rabban Gamaliel IL” p.

172. They may, however, refer to the issues under controversy. ]
9. Tsainh Gafni discusses the varlant denimlikh and its equivalence to the phrase in the

printed text in “Yeshiva and Metivia” [Hebrow}, Zion 43 (1978): 32
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will remove you.” He said to her: “Let
a man use a valuable cup for one day,
and let it be broken on the next.” She
said to him: “You have no white hair.”
That day he was eighteen years old. A
miracle accurred to him, and eighieen
rows of his hair furned white. And that is
why R, Blazar b. Azaria said; “Behold,
I am as if seventy years old™—and not
“seventy years old.” |

[G] It-was taught: That day they removed
the doorkesper, and permission was given
to the students to enter, For R. Gamaliel
used to announce, saying: “Any student
whose inside is not like his outside shall
not enter the bet midrash” That day
a number ‘of henches were added. R,
Yochanan said: “Abba Joseph and the
rabbis dispute this; one said 400 benches,
and one said 700 benches.”

[H] R. Gamaliel’s mind was disturbed.
He said: “Perhaps, God forbid, I have
withheld - Torah from Israel.” He was
shown in a dream white casks filled with
ashes. But it was not so; that was shown
to him to settle his mind.

IG’] 1t was taﬁght: ‘Eduyot was studied
on that day—and wherever we say “on
thatday,” it was on fhar day'*—and there
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fg] And how many benches were there?

R. Jacob b. Sisi said: “There were eighty
benches of scholars there, excluding
those standing behind ihe fence” R.
Yosi b. Abun said: “There were 300
there, excluding those standing behind
the fence.”

[g'] As we leam there: On the day that
they scated R, Elazar b. Azaria in the
academy [yeshival.! ‘We leam there;

10. Y.N.Bpastein, Meve otle-Sifrut ha-Tanna im (Jerusalemand Tel Aviv, 1954),pp. 422-425,

discusses the meaning of the phrase “on that day,” suggesting that it should not be undemstood
literally. Bphraim B, Urbach suggests that the phrase here translated * ‘Eduyot was studied on that
day” means that “testimonies” beginning with the words “on that day” were taught on that very
day; see his “Class-Status and Leadership in the World of the Palestinian Sages,” Proceedings of
the Tsrael Academy of Sclences and Humanities 2 {(1968): 59 n. 44,

The notion that Tractato ‘Bduyot was, for the purposes of this narrative, taught on the day the
rabbis took over and opened up the bet midrash is enticing in view of the tractate’s traditional
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was no law which had been left hanging
in the bet midrash which they did not
explicate. And even R. Gamaliel did not
withhold himself from the bet midrash
even for a moment, as we leam: On that
day, Judah the Ammonite proselyte came
before thern in the bet midrash, He said to
themt: “Am I permitted to enter the congre-
gation?”R.. Gamaliel said to him: “You are
forbidden- to enter the congregation.” R.
Joshua said to him; “You are permitted to
enter the congregation,” R, Gamalie} said
to him: “But it has already been sald; ‘An
Ammonite ora Moabite shall not enter the
congregation of the Lord" (Deut 23:4).”
R. Joshua said to him: “And are Ammon
and Moab still dwelling in their places?
Sennacherib, king of Assyria, aiready has
gone up and mixed up all of the nations,
as it is said: ‘And I have removed the
boiindaries of peoples andhave plundered
their treasures, and I have brought down
their inhabitants as a mighty one® (Isa
10:13)—and anything that is separated, is
separated from the majority,” R, Gamaliel
said to him: “But italceady has been said;
*And afterward I shall return the captiv-
ity of the children of Ammon, says the
Lord* (Jer 49:6)—and they already have
returned.” R. Joshua said to him: “But it
already has been said: ‘And I shall return
the captivity of my people Israel’ (Amos
9:14)--and they have not yet returned.”
Immediately, they permitted him to enter
the congregation.

DBEVORA STEINMETZ

This midrask R. Blazar b, Azaria taught
before the sages in Kerem beYavneh.
And was there a vineyard [kerem] there?
Rather, these are the scholars who used
to be amranged In rows, like a vineyard.

agenda of resolving—ér at least fieezing—rampant controversy {t‘Eduyot 1:1) as well as of the
tractate’s affirmation of respect for dissenters and the incluston of a1l of Tsrael (*Eduyot 1:4; 8:7).
11. Fora discussion ofthe meaning of this erm in Palestinian sources and a citation of eatlier

literature on this subject, see Gafini, “Yeshive and Metivia,” pp. 17-20.
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[®] R. Gamaliel said: “Since it is thus, I
will go and appease R, Joshua.” When he
came o his house, he saw that the walls
of his hovse were blackened, He said to
him: “From the walls of your house it is
apparent that you are a charcoal-burner
[or: smith].”

[B’] He said to him: “Woe fo the
generation of which you are the leader,
for you do. not know of the troubles of
scholars, how they support themselves
and how they sustain themselves.” He
said to him; “I submit to you; forgive
me” He paid no attention to him, “Do
it for the honor of my father,” He was

-appeased. They said: “Who will go and

tell the rabbis?"

" [D'] A certain washerman said to them:

“] shall go.” R. Joshua sent to the
bef midrash: “Let him who wears the
garment wear the garmeont; but shall he

" who does not wear the garment say to

him who' wears the garment: “Take off
your garment, and 1 shall wear it'?” R.
Agiva said to the rabbls: “Bolt the doors,
so that the servants of R. Gamaliel do
not come and irouble the rabbis,”

[{C1 R. Joshua gaid: “It is bstter that I
get up and go to them” He came and
Imocked on the gate. He said to him: “Let
the spiinkler son of a sprinkler sprinkle;
but shall he who is neither a sprinkler
nor the son of a sprinkler say to the
sprinkler son of a sprinkler: “Your wateris
cave water, and your ashes are fiom
roasting’?” R. Agiva said to him: “R.
Joshua, have you been appeased? Have

-169

[f'] Immediately, R. Gamaliel went to
each one to appease him in his house. He
went to R, Joshua. He found him sitting
and making needles. He said to him:
“Are these how you make a living?”

[¢’] He said fo him: “And until now you
need to know] Woe io the generation of
which you are the leader!” He said to
him: “] submit to you.”

[d’] And they sent to R. Elazar b. Azaria
a certain launderer, and some say it was
R. Aqiva.

[¢'] He said fo him: “Let the sprinkler
son of a sprinkler sprinkle; but shall he
who js neither a sprinkier nor the son of
a sprinkler say to the sprinkler son of
a sprinkler: ‘your water is cave waler,
and your ashes are from roasting'?” He
said to them: “Are you satisfied? I and
you will rise eatly to the door of R
Gamaliel,”
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we done anything other than for your
honor? Tomorrow, I and you will rise
early to his dgor.”

B'] They said: “What shall we do? Shall  [b*] Nevertheless, they did not depose
we remove him? We loarn for: have 2 him from his greatness; rather, they
tradifion] that one Increases in sanctity appointed him ‘ay bef din. ’

but does not decrease, Shall one master '

teach one Sabbath, and one master one

Sabbath? That will lead to jealousy.

Rather, let R. Gamaliel teach three for:

two] Sabbaths, and R. Blazar b. Azaria

one Sabbath”* And this is what a master

said: “Whose Sabbath was it? It was R,

Blazar b. Azaria’s,”

[4°] And that stadent was R. Shimeon b.
Yohai.
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