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‘We learned there: If he cut it into segments and put sand between each segment — Rabbi
Eliezer declares pure, and the sages declare impure. And this is the oven of Akhnai.

What is Akhnai? Rav Yehuda said Shemuel said: For they surrounded. it with words .

like this snake, and they declared it impure.

1t was taught: On that day, Rabbi Eliezer brought ali the arguments in the world, but

they didn’t accept [them] from him,

He said to them: “If the law is in accordance with my position, let this carob tree
prove it.” The carcb tree was uprooted from its place a hundred cubits, and some say four
hundred cubits. They said to him: “One doesn’t bring proof from a carob tree.”

He again said to them: “If the law is in accordance with my position, et the stream. of
water prove it.” The stream of water tumed backwards. They. said to him: “One doesn’t
bring a proof from a siream of water.”

He again said to them: “If the law is in accordance with my position, let the walls of
the beit midrash prove it.” The walls of the beit midrash leaned to fall. ~ .

Rabbi Yehoshua velled at them: “If sages contest (menatzchim) with each other in law,
what 15 it your business?” )

They did ot fall on account of the honor or Rabbi Vehoshua, and they did not move
upright on account of the honor of Rabbi Eliezer, and they still remain leaning.

He again said to them: “If the law is in accordance with my position, let it be proved
from heaven.” A bat gol came out and said: “What is it for you with Rabbi Eliezer, for
the law is in accordance with him in every place?!” .

‘Rabbi Yehoshua stood on his feet and said: “It is not in heaven™ (Dew 30:12).

“SWhat is “Tt is not in heaven™? Rabbi Yirmiya said: for the Torah has already been given
from Mount Sinai — we do not pay atiention. to a bar gol, for you have already written on -

Mount Sinai in the Torah: “Lean after the many” (Ex 23:2).

Rabbi Natan saw Eliyahu He said to him: “What was the Holy Blessed One doing ’

at that time?” He said to him: “He was langhing 20d said: “My children have defeated
(nitzchuni) me; my children have defeated me.”™

They said: That day they brought all of the pure things that Rabbi Eliezer had declared
pure and bumed them with fize, and they voted corcerning him and they blessed him [i.e.,
they banned him]. And they said: “Who will go and inform him?” Rabbi Akiva said: “1
will go, lest a person who is ot fit go and inform him, and awa up destroying the entire
world.” :

What did Rabbi Aldva do? HH«. dressed in black and [wrapped himself in black and] sat -

before him at a distance of four cubits. Rabbi Eliezer said to him: “Akiva, how is this day
different from other days?” He said to hir: “Master, it seems to me that your colleagues
are separating® from youw”

He too tore his garments and took off his shoes and removed and sat on the ground.
His eyes flowed with tears. The world was smitten in one third of the olives and one third

of the wheat and one third of the barley. And there are those who say: Even the dough in
the hands of a woman swelled up.

It was taught: There was great wrath on that day — every place that Rabbi Eliezer put
his eyes was burned up.

And Rabban Garnlie] teo was coming in 2 ship; a wave stood against him to drown him.
He said: “Tt seems to me that this is not on account of anything other than Rabbi Eliezer
ben Hyreanus.” He stood on his feet and said: “Master of the world, it is revealed and
¥nown before you that I did not do this for my honor, and I did not do this for the honor
of father’s house, but for your honor, than machlogoet not proliferate in Israel.” The sea
rested from its raging.

Ima Shalom the wife of Rabbi Eliezer was the sister of Rabban Gamliel. From that
event on she would not allow Rabbi Eliezer to fall on his face. That day was Rosh
Chodesh, and she confused a full and defective [month]. There aze those who say: A poor
person came and stood at the gate; she brought out bread to him. She saw him that he had
fallen on his face. She said to him: “Get up — you have killed my brother!” Meanwhile, a
shofar blast went out from the house of Rabban Gamlie] that he had died.

He said to her: “From where did you know?” She said to him: “Thus I have received

(mequblani) from the house of father’s father: all gates are locked except for the gates
of wrongdoing.”

(bBava Metzia 59a-b)**

They sought to ban Rabbi Eliezer.

They said: éo will go inform him?” Rabbi Akiva said: “I will go inform him.”
He came to him; he said to him: “Master, master, your colleagues are banning you.”
He took him and brought him cutside. He sald: “Carob, carob, if the law is in ac-

mo&wﬁoo with their words, uproot yourself” And it did not uproot itself. “If the law is
in accordance with my words, uproot yourself.” And it uprooted itself. “If the law is in
accordance with thelr words, return.™ And it didnot return. “If the law is in accordance -
with my words, return.” And it returned.

All this praise and the law is not in accordance with Rabbi Eliezer?! Rabbi Chanina
said: Once it was given it was given only to “lean after the many.” (Ex 23:2)

And didn’t Rabbi Eliezer know that one raust “lean after the many™?! He was angered
by the fact that they bumed in his presence things that he had declared puxe.

“We learned there: Ifhe cut it into segrents and put sand between each segment —
%mwwm Eliezer declares pure, and the sages declare impure. This is the oven of Cha-
Rabbi Yirmiyz said: A great disaster happened on that day ~wherever the eye of Rabbi

Eliezer looked was blasted; and not only that, but even a single grain of wheat, half was
blasted and half was not blasted.

And the pillars of the beit hava ‘ad were shaking. Rabbi Yehoshua said to therm: “If
colleagues are warring, what does it matter to you?”

- And a bat gol came out and said: “The law is in accordance with my son Eliezer.”

Rabbi Yehoshua said: “It is not in heaven,”

Rabbi Qerispai, Rabbi Yochanan in the name of Rabbi said: If someone were to say
to me “Thus taught Rabbi Eliezer,” I would teach in accordance with his words. Buf the
tannaim reverse. . :

.One tirne, he was passing through the market and he saw a woman cleaning her house,
and she threw it down and it fell on his head. Fie sajd: “Tt seenns that today my colleagues

will bring me near, as it is written: “he raises the destitute from the refuse heap’ (Psalms
113:7).”



We learned there: If he cut it into segments and put sand between each segment — Rabbi
Eliezer declares pure, and the sages declare impure. And this is the oven of Akbnai.

‘What is Akhnai? Rav Yehuda said Shemuel said: For they surrounded it with words
like this snake, and they declared it impure.

It was taught: On that day, Rabbi Eliezer brought all the arguments in the world, but

they didn’t accept {them] from him. ‘ .

He said to them: “If the law is in accordance with my position, let this carob tree
prove it.” The carob tree was uprooted from its place 2 hundred cubits, and some say four
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He again said to them: “If the law is in accordance with my position, let the stream of
water prove it.” The streamn of water turned backwards. They said to him: “One doesn’t
bring a proof from a stream of water.”

He again said to them: “If the law is in accordance with my position, let the walls of
the beit midrash prove it.” The walls of the beit midrash leaned to fall. .
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They did not fall on account of the honor or Rabbi Yehoshua, and they did not move
upright on account of the honer of Rabbi Eliezer, and they still remain leaning,
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from Mount Sinai — we do not pay attention to a bat gol, for you have already written on -

Moaunt Sinai in the Torah: “Lean after the many™ (Ex 23:2).

Rabbi Natan saw Eliyahu. He said to him: “What was the Holy Blessed One doing

at that time?™ He said to him: “He was laughing and said: “My children have defeated
{nitzchuni) me; my children have defeated me.™

They said That day they brought all of the pure things that Rabbi Eliezer had declared
pure and burned them with fire, and they voted codcerning him and they blessed him [i.e.,
they banned him]. And they said: “Who will go and inform him?” Rabbi Akiva said: “I
will go, lest a person who is not fit go and inform him, and awg up destroying the entire
world.”

What did Rabbi Akiva do? He dressed in black and [wrapped himself in black and] sat -

before him at a distance of four cubits. Rabbi Eliezer said to him: “Akiva, how is this day
different from other days?” He said to him: “Master, it seems to me that your colleagues
are separating®® from you.” ’

He too tore his garments and took off his shoes and removed and sat on the ground.
His eyes flowed with tears. The world was smitten in one third of the olives and one third

of the wheat and one third of the barley. And there are those who say: Even the dough in
the hands of a woman swelled up.

It was taught: There was great wrath on that day — every place that Rabbi Eliezer put
his eyes was burned up.

And Rabban Gamliel too was coming in a ship; a wave stood against him to drown him.
He said: “t seems to me that this is not on account of anything other than Rabbi Eliezer
ben Hyrcanus.” He stood on his feet and said: “Master of the world, it is revealed and
known before you that I did not do this for my honor, and I did not do this for the honor
of father’s house, but for your honor, than machlogot not proliferate in Israel.” The sea
rested from its raging.

Ima Shalom the wife of Rabbi Eliezer was the sister of Rabban Gamliel. From that
event on she would not allow Rabbi Eliezer to fall on his face. That day was Rosh
Chodesh, and she confused a full and defective [month]. There are those who say: A poor
person came and stood at the gate; she brought out bread to him. She saw him that he had
fallen on his face. She said to him: “Get up — you have killed my brother!” Meanwhile, 2
shofar blast went out from the house of Rabban Gamlie! that he had died.

He said to her: “From where did you know?” She said to him: “Thus I have received
(megublani) from the house of father’s father: all gates are locked except for the gates
of wrongdoing.”

{bBava Metzia 59a-b)*

They sought to ban Rabbi Eliezer. g

They said: “Who will go inform him?” Rabbi Akiva said: “I will £o inform him.”
He came to hirm; he said to him: “Master, master, your colleagues are banning you.”
He took him and brought him outside. He said: “Carob, carob, if the law is in ac-

cordance with their words, uproot yourself.” And it did not uproot itself. “If the law is
in accordance with my words, uproot yourself.” And it uprooted itself. “If the law is in
accordance with their words, retum.” And it didinot return. “If the Iaw js in accordance -
with my words, return.” And it returned.

All this praise and the law is not in accordance with Rabbi Eliezer?! Rabbi Chanina
said: Once it was given it was given only to “lean after the many.” (Ex 23:2)

And didn’t Rabbi Eliezer know that one must “lean after the many™?! He was angered
by the fact that they burned in his presence things that he bad declared pure.

We learned there: If he cut it into segments and put sand between each segment —

Rabbi Eliezer declares pure, and the sages declare impure. This is the oven of Cha-

Rabbi Yirmiya said: A great disaster happened on that day - wherever the eye of Rabbi
Eliezer looked was blasted; and not only that, but even a single grain of wheat, half was
blasted and half was not blasted.

And the pillars of the beir hava‘ad were shaking. Rabbi Yehoshua said to them: “If
colleagues are warring, what does it matter to you?” .

~And 2 bat gol came out and said: “The law is in accordance with my son Eliezer.”
Rabbi Yehoshuoa said: “It is not in heaven.”

Rabbi Qerispai, Rabbi Yochanan in the name of Rabbi said: If someone were to say
to me “Thus taught Rabbi Eliezer,” I would teach in accordance with his words. But the
tannaim reverse. : T

One time, he was passing through the market and he saw 2 woman cleaning her house,
and she threw it down and it fell on his head. He said: “It seems that today my colleagues
M&w ,wvnum me near, as it is written: ‘he raises the destitute from the refuse heap’ (Psalms

13:7).”
(vMo*ed Qatan 3:1/81d)






