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1. Exodus 12

In the first month, on the fourteenth day of the month at
even, ye shall eat unleavened bread, until the one and
twentieth day of the month at even, Seven days shall there
be no leaven found in your houses; for whosoever eateth
that which is leavened, that soul shall be cut off from the
congregation of Israel, whether he be a sojourner, or one
that is born in the land. Ye shall eat nothing leavened; in all
your habitations shall ye eat unleavened bread.

2. She'iltot of Rav Ahai — Parashat Tzav, 76

And one does not fulfill one’s obligation unless [one eats]
matzah that has been guarded from leavening for the sake of
[becoming] matzah, from the moment water is poured onto
it (i.e. the flour). And when {the water] is brought {i.e.
poured) onto the wheat [flour] by a non-Jew, or a deaf-mute,
a mentally incompetent person, or a minor — it is not. If a
non-lew, deaf-mute, mentally incompetent person, or minor
kneads it into dough, [then] even if an [adult] Jew who is
mentally conscious bakes it and guards it while it is baking —
one has not fulfilled one’s obligation.

3, Shulhan Arukh, OH 460:1

We do not knead matzat mitzvah nor bake it at the hands of
a non-Jew, and not at the hands of a deaf-mute, a mentally
incompetent person, or a minor.

4. Rabbi Mordechai Landa — “Bittul Moda’ah"”

These scholars confused ‘fishmah’ with ‘koah gavra,’ but they
are two distinct issues, one is not like the other. ‘Koah gavrda’
is only required for netilat yadayim (hand-washing) since it is
written (Num. 19:19) and so too for ritual slaughter since it is
written (Deut. 27:7) — what you slaughter you may eat. For
these two things we do not require ‘fishmah,’ only ‘koah
gavra.’ But we have never heard of requiring ‘koah gavra’ for
baking matzot, and where did they learn this?

5. Rabbi Y. S. Nathanson — “Bittul Moda’ah”

..And he made us laugh (with scorn) — for there, since they
read the Megillah and the essence of the Megillah is to
remind [people] to give gifts to the poor, it is not right to read
it and not fulfill it... but here, the main purpose it to bake
matzot to fulfill the obligation of [eating] matzah. What does
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this have to do with the poor? And if a person has a large
household (i.e. many helping hands), is it forbidden to bake
[matzot] without the help of poor people? Not to mention
that in our sinful state, many disreputable poor people will
come to the homes to do the labor of [baking] matzot. And
anyone who is present at the hour of matzah baking can
testify how many complications come up in the course of
making matzot that are prepared by irresponsible men and
servants, and all the people of our city will testify and report
that. Since | was appointed the rabbinical leader here two
years ago, | have instituted [a policy], that reliable people are
assigned [to oversee] every home that bakes matzot. And
nonetheless we have found complications, that much dough
was stolen and they fraudulently baked their hametz bread in
between rounds. And also, when they stand all day and all
night, they (l.e. the bakers) lose their strength. And this is of
greater concern than his (i.e. Rabbi Kluger's) concerns. But
the people who work with these machines are stalwart Jews,
and they do their work flawlessly, and they (i.e. the
machines) bake a lot in a single day, more than other ovens,
and the speed cannot be imagined...

| don’t know what he is talking about. Does he think that the
machine works by magic, that they throw dough in there and
it rolls itself and great quantities of dough are produced on
their own? Rather, many strong men roll the wheel until it
produces a large matzah. And is this worse than rolling it with
a wooden rolling pin? And does a wooden rolling pin have
more consciousness than a metal one? Anyone who hears
this will laugh at his fantasies and utterances... [In fact], two
strong people roll the metal rolling pin... and in this manner
the dough is produced, just as they produce it in other places
by mean of a wooden implement, except that here all the
dough is produced at one time.

6. Rabbi Shlomo Kluger — quoted in “Bittul Moda’ah”

And every custom of Israel is Torah. Matzot have always been
round and not square, we have not found square Sabbath
bread either. And now the matzot are being made square,
because round ones are not possible due to the leftovers...
and this is to deride and ridicule and change the custom of
Israel. And apparently our custom to make round ones came
about because the bread of the non-Jews (Eucharist wafers?)
is made square, and we are enjoined not to follow their
customs.
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