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BETH SHALOME
Richmond, Va.

Constitution, 1789

New moon of Ellul, 5549, August 24,1789

We, the subscribers of the Israelite religion resident in this place, desirous of
romoting the divine worship which, by the blessinﬁ of God, has been transmitted
gy our ancestors, have this day agreed to form ourselves into a society for the better
effecting the said laudable purpose, to be known and distinguished in Israel by
the name of B'eth Shalom, beth shalom.

It is necessary that in all societies that certain rules and regulations be made
for the government for the same as tend well to the proper decorum in a place ded-
icated to the worship of the Almighty God, peace and {riendship among the same.
We do, therefore, agree that the following rules be adopted and be continued in
force until a majority of the congregation propose to alter or amend the same.

1. Every free man residing in tﬁis city for the term of three months, of the age
of 21 years and who congregates with us, shall be a yahid [“member”] of the ke-
hilla [“congregation”] and entitled to every right and privilege of the same,

2. The first Sunday before Rosh Hashana [“New Year”] in every year, a gen-
eral meeting of the yehidim be made, and by a plurality of votes a parnas and 2
assistants and 2 hethanim [honorary officers] be chosen to serve the ensuing
year. The parnas and assistants s}ml[y not be connected in family or in partner-
ship in trade, in order to preserve an equal and an independent representation.

3. The duty of the parnas shall be to preserve decorum and good order in the
synagogue, distribute the mitzvoth {religious honors}), and to provide everything
necessary for our religious worship. When [{Then?}, with the advice of his assis-
tants, [he] shall from time to time propose such regulations as may be necessary
for the good government of the society.

He shall be obliged to call his junta [“board”] the first Sunday in every month
and keep a book of their proceedings, wrote in a legible hand and gocd manner,
which bock shall be laid before the members at large whenever he is requested to
do it by a majority.

No rules or regulations shall be considered as binding on the congregation
until it is read 2 Shabbath or holidays separately in the synagogue. Should any
member object to the same, it must be gy a letter to the parnas within 24 hours after
the last publication, who shall be obliged to call a meeting of all the members in
toto. When [there is] a ma}iority present at such meeting, which musti be 2/3 of the
members in town, [it] shall deterim [determine} the same, and the {de]teremination
shall be binding on the objecting member and all the rest.

He [the parnas} shall give four coc{aies of the laws now made, with the proceed-
ings of the juntas, {whic}ﬁ]shali be delivered to his successor with all books and
papers belonging to the congregation,

He shall, when a yahid has a son born, give him the distribution of all the
mitzvoth on the following Shabbath, and [the father] must be called to the sefer
[reading of the “Scroll”]. And when his wile comes to shul [“synagogue”] after ly-
ing-in of a son or a daughter, [the husband} must be called to the sefer.

4. The duty of the assistants shall be to assist the parnas in the execution of his
office. They shall be obliged to altend him on the fourth Sunday of every month
and report to the congregation any improper conduct that they may observe by
him, and such complaint to be laid before the yahidim for their determination.

5. In the absence of the parnas the senior assistant shall officiate, and so in
rolation, [includini}...the hathan torah, and in his absence the hathan bereshith.
{Hatan torah and hatan bereshit: “bridegroom of the Law and bridegroom of the
beginning.” These men were given the honor of closing and beginning the an-
nual cycle of the Pentatcuchal readings in the synagogue.]

Source: J.R. Marcus, American Jewry Documenis (1959)
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At a meeting of the junta, 15th Elul, 5542 [August 25, 1782L . . .

The parnas presented a letter from the hazan, which he read, and

moved that Mr. M, Mordecal and M. Israel Myer be sent for. Agreed
to. « .
Mr. Mordecai and Mr. Myer attended, and the parnas informed them
of the point in question: Can Mr. Jacob Cohen marry the Widow
Mordecai according to our law? After they had debated some time, Mr.
DaCosta was requested to attend, which he did accordingly; and after
a full hearing [of] the dinim [rabbinic "Taws”] relating thereto, agreed
to adjourn till four o'clock, requesting the same gentlemen's attendance,
and also desired M, Jacob Cohen to attend, . . .

The gentlemen attended that were desired to attend this moming, and
a great while was spent in debating and hearing of the din. Messrs.
DaCosta and Mordecai proved by the din that it is contrary to our law
to suffer such [a] marriage, The parnas then requested to know the deter-
mination of the junta and what apswer should be given the hazan,

M. B. Cratz moved, seconded by S. Nathan, that a letter be wrote to
the hazan, in answer to the one received, to forbid him te mamry M,
Cohen to Mrs, Mordecai, and not to mention his name in synagogue.
After some time spent in debating thereon, the following letter was
agreed on:

Sir:

In answer to your letter of 24th August, we now inform you that you
are not to marry Mr. facob Cohen to Mrs. Mordecal, neither are you to
be present at the wedding, And you are hereby steictly forbid to men-
tion the said Cohen or his wife’s name In any respect whatsoever in the
SYnagogue.

We are, sir,

Your very humble servants,
Signed by I. Moses B. Seixas
B. Gratz S. Nathan
J. Phillips
Reverend Gershom Seixas

Mr. B. Seizas moved, seconded by Mr, Jonas Phillips, that the congre-
gation be informed on Tuesday next that the parnas and junta have
forbid the hazan to mention the name of Jacob Cohen and wife in
shull, and that they be acquainted likewise that his wedding is contrary
to the din, and all who are present at the same are liable to the same

punishment,
A debate arising thereon, the question was put and the motion was lost.
For the motion: Agalnst it:
Jonas Phillips Barnard Gratz
Benjamin Seixas Simon Nathan

Isaac Moses

The parnas then moved that as a full and decided opinion was this
day given respecting the din on the marriage now in question, that it is
the duty of the junta to enter into a pointed [point of] law respecting
the sald marriage, setting forth what punishment will be inciirred by
those that marry the parties or attend the same, and that the said law
be published on Tuesday next,

A debate arising thereon, the question was put, and carried in the
manner following:

For the motion: Against the motfon:
Jonas Phillips Barnard Gratz
Benjamin Seixas Simon Nathan
Isaae Moses

Adjourned till tomorrow evening. . . .

Source: J.R. Marcus, American Jewry, Documents (1959)
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To the Honorable ihe Mayor Aldermen mnd Commenalty of the
City of Naw York in Common Council] convened,
The Respectful Menrorial of the subseribers members of the con-
gregation of Shearith Isrsel Io the Tity of New York, showeth
That We have learned with :ti_u_e' deepest regrat, chat an ordinance

has passed your Honorabls Body, entitled " An Ordinance to
prevent impositions fa the sule of Jew's Meat in the publio Mar-
kels” Which we humbly concelve to pe an enerpoachment on our
religions rites and a restriction of those general priviieges to
which we are entiiled.

Your Memorfalists are seuslble that your Honorablie Body did
not intend to impair the clvil rights, or wound the religlous feal-
tngs of our sect, We therefore in full confidence that you will
grant us relief respectfully pray that the sald ordinance may be
jmmediately abelished and {f consistent with the regulations of
your honorable Body may be expunged from the Minutes of your
proceedings,

Mew York February 2d 1813
Saxp® Sruson

HanuoN HeNPRICKS
M. L, Mosea

Jacos Levr JER
Beeu? Hanr

Aasrox Levy
GoxpeaT, 8. GOMPERTS
Spixag NATHAN.

Source: PAJHS w25

whereas the fact alleged and said to have happened in the year 1744 (5504)
depended altogether on report and hearsay evidence, the weakest and most
dangerous, and utterly uncongenial to the liberal spirit of the constitutions and
laws of this enlightened age and country.., this board [is] not satisfied of the
existence of any sufficiently legal disqualifications which should debar the said
Jacob Aarons and his descendants from enjoyment of their religious rites and
ceremonies...”

Source: Mikveh Israel Minute Book, Sept. 10, 1826

10



