Shuli Taubes

“A Man Came Upon Him...”: Mystery Men in Sefer Bereshit

1. Genesis 45.8 .
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8 So now it was not you that sent me hither, but God; and He hath made me a father to Pharach, and
lord of all his house, and ruler over all the land of Egypt.

2. Genesis 50,20
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20 And as for you, ye meant evil against me; but God meant it for good, to bring to pass, as it is this day,
to save much people alive.

3. Genesis 37:1-20

1 And Jacob dwelt in the land of his father's sojournings,
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2 These are the generations of Jacob. Joseph, being
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brought evil report of them unto their father.

3 Now Israel loved Joseph more than all his children,
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ow2 My . coat of many colours.
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5 And Joseph dreamed a dream, and he told it to his
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6 And he said unto them: 'Hear, I pray you, this dream
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7 for, behold, we were binding sheaves in the field, and,
tOnEbN NRR MNINTYN TINY MK nbNn wNR MM lo, my sheaf arose, and also stood upright; and, behold,
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sheaf!
8 And his brethren said to him; 'Shalt thou indeed reign
h 3 P3 YR MUR-DMDY TR IR0 PHN T NN over us? or shalt thou indeed have dominion over us?'
WY-PY) BDRTH-DYINK MW TV 309, And they hated him yei the more for his dreams, and for
his words.

. 9 And he dreamed yet another dream, and told it to his
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4. Midrash

down to me.'

10 And he told it to his father, and to his brethren; and his
father rebuked him, and said unto him: "What is this
dream that thou hast dreamed? Shall I and thy mother and
thy brethren indeed come to bow down fo thee to the
earth?'

11 And his brethren envied him; but his father kept the
saying in mind.

12 And his brethren went to feed their father’s flock in
Shechem.

13 And Israel said unto Joseph: ‘Do not thy brethren feed
the flock in Shechem? come, and I will send thee unto
them.' And he said to him: "Here am 1’

14 And he said to him: 'Go now, see whether if is well
with thy brethren, and well with the flock; and bring me
back word.! So he sent him out of the vale of Hebron, and

he came to Shechem.

15 And a certain man found him, and, behold, he was
wandering in the field. And the man asked him, saying:
"What seekest thou?'

16 And he said: 'l seek my brethren. Tell me, I pray thee,
where they are feeding the flock.'

17 And the man said: *They are departed hence; for I
heard them say: Let us go to Dothan.' And Joseph went
after his brethren, and found them in Dothan.

18 And they saw him afar off, and before he came near
unto them, they conspired against him to slay him.

19 And they said one to another: '‘Behold, this dreamer
cometh.

20 Come now therefore, and let us slay him, and cast him
into one of the pits, and we will say: An evil beast hath
devoured him; and we shall see what will become of his
dreams.’
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“And a certain man found him” This is not a man referred to here, but rather it is Gavriel as it says

the man Gavriel...”

5. Genesis 18:1-15
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“and

1 And the LORD appeared unto him by the terebinths of
Mamre, as he sat in the tent door in the heat of the day;
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2 and he lified up his eyes and looked, and, lo, three men
stood over against him; and when he saw them, he ran to
meet them from the tent door, and bowed down to the
earth,

3 and said: "My lord, if now I have found favour in thy
sight, pass not away, I pray thee, from thy servant.

4 Let now a little water be fetched, and wash your feet,
and recling yourselves under the tree.

5 And I will fetch a morsel of bread, and stay ye you}'
heart; after that ye shall pass on; forasmuch as ye are
come to your servant,' And they said: ‘So do, as thou hast
said.'

6 And Abraham hastened info the tent unio Sarah, and
said: "Make ready quickly three measures of fine meal,
knead it, and make cakes.'

7 And Abraham ran unto the herd, and fetched a calf
fender and good, and gave it unto the servant; and he
hastened to dress it.

8 And he took curd, and milk, and the calf which he had
dressed, and set it before them; and he stood by them
under the tree, and they did eat.

9 And they said unto him: *Where is Sarah thy wife?"
And he said: 'Behold, in the tent.'

10 And He said: "I will certainly return unto thee when
the season cometh round; and, lo, Sarah thy wife shall
have a son,' And Sarah heard in the tent door, which was
behind him.--

11 Now Abraham and Sarah were old, and well stricken
in age; it had ceased to be with Sarah afier the manner of
womnen,--

12 And Sarah laughed within herself, saying: 'After [ am
waxed old shall [ have pleasure, my lord being old also?'

13 And the LLORD said unto Abraham: '"Wherefore did
Sarah laugh, saying: Shall I of a surety bear a child, who
am old?

14 Is anything too hard for the LORD. At the set fims |
will return unto thee, when the season cometh round, and
Sarah shall have a son.’

15 Then Sarah denied, saying: 'I laughed not'; for she
was afraid. And He said: Nay; but thou didst laugh.'
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“And he lifted up his eyes and looked, and lo, three men stood by him,

bram

and when he saw them, he ran to

meet them” Who were the three men? — Michael, Gabriel, and Raphael.

7. Genesis 32:23-33
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23 And he rose up that night, and took his two wives, and his two
handmaids, and his eleven children, and passed over the ford of the
Jabbok.

24 And he took them, and sent them over the stream, and sent over
that which he had.

25 And Jacob was left alone; and there wrestled a man with him untit
the breaking of the day. .

26 And when he saw that he prevailed not against him, he touched
the hollow of his thigh; and the hollow of Jacob's thigh was strained,
as he wrestled with him.

27 And he said: 'Let me go, for the day breaketh." And he said: 'T will
not let thee go, except thou bless me.’

28 And he said unto him: "What is thy name?' And he said: Jacob.

29 And he said: "Thy name shall be called no more Jacob, but Tstacl;
for thou hast striven with God and with men, and hast prevailed.

30 And Jacob asked him, and said: ‘Tell me, I pray thee, thy name.’
And he said: "Wherefore is it that thou dost ask after my name?' And

he blessed him there,

31 And Jacob called the name of the place Peniel: "for I have seen
God face to face, and my life is preserved.’

32 And the sun rose upon him as he passed over Peniel, and he
limped upon his thigh.

33 Therefore the children of Israel eat not the sinew of the thigh-vein
which is upon the hollow of the thigh, unto this day; because he
touched the hollow of Jacob's thigh, even in the sinew of the thigh-
vein.
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“.. and there wrestled a man with him” This is Samael, the ministering angel of Esau who wanted to kil

him,

9. Midrash

Surely Hebron was in the mountain?...(But the reference is not to the physical Hebron), but to the
mysterious advice imparted to that righteous man who was buried In Hebron, in fulfiiiment of what was

said to Abraham at the covenant between the pieces: “Thy seed shall be a stranger.”




