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CHAZZAN'S REPETITION/THE TEN MARTYRS

In some congregations each of the paragraphs of the following piyut is recited by the con tian
and repeated by the chazzan, In others, i is recited by all in its entirety, with the chazzan _,mow_.MMm just
the last verse aloud,

ﬂdu.“.q.z ﬂ-wu.m These shalll recall* and I pour out my soul within me,?
for wanton people have devoured me
as if [ were an wnturned cake;*2
for in that ruler’s time there was na reprieve?
for the ten who were murdered by the government.
3 As [the ruler] studied the Book taught by the [Sanhedrin]
which is likened to a nourishing heap,*
he understood and analyzed the inscribed law;
he opened it to ‘These are the statutes™ and thought of a plot regarding:
‘If someone kidnaps a person and sells him,
and he is found guilty, he is to be put to death.”
{We have erred,* our Rock; forgive us, our Molder!)
1 He became arrogant against the great [Sages]
and ordered that his palace be filled with shoes,*

and sent for ten great sages,

who plumbed the lnw and its principles through analytical discussion.
7 [He commanded:} Tudge this case authentically,
and state the decision without perverted deceit —
rather you must elucidate it truthfully and clearly*:
{What is the biw] if a man is found to have kidnapped a member
of his Jewisk brethren, and he enslaved him and sold him?'
{We have erred, our Rock; forgive us, our Molder)
7t They answered him, "That kidnapper is to die. s
Said he, ‘Then what of your ancestors who sold their brother,
to a caravan of Ishmaelites they peddled him,”

and gave him away for shoes?®

1 Now you must accept the heavenly judgment upon yourselves,
for since your forefathers’ times there have been none like you*
Were they alive [ would have prosecuted them before you,
so you must bear the sin of your ancestors,™
{We have erred, our Rock; forgive us, our Melder!}

{1} Cf. Fralms 42:5, (2) Hoshea 738, (3) Cf, Jeremiah 8:20. (4) Exoddus 2111,
(5} 21116, {6) Deuteronomy 24:7. (7) Cf. Cenesis 37125-28. (8) Cf. Amos 2:6.

Sanhedrin to teach him,

DURERD AR~ To ‘These are the statutes.’
The sidrah Doggheg ni, These are the statutes,
includes the law that if someone kidnaps » fellow
Jew, forces him to work and then sells him, the
kidnapper is liable to the death penalty (Fxodus
21:16). This law provided the Roman ruler with
the pretext to execute the Sages for a crime that
ms.w wnﬂg committed more than sixteen centuries
earkier

oty — We have erred. This refrain appears
after every two stanzas of the piyit. It expresses
our own repentance and plea for forgiveness,
which are inspired by the tragedy of the martyrs.

oy .. mmb — Be fillsd with shoes.

Accotding to Pirkel #'Rabbi Eliezer (ch. 38) and
Targum Yonasaw (Genesiz 37:28), based on
Aros 2:6, when Joseph's brothers sold him, they
used the money ta buy themsebves shoes. Now,
as part of his charade, the Roman ruler filled his
palace with shoes to incriminate the sages.

MR T e Truthfully and clearly. After the
sages promised to do 50, he presented the cass for
their considerztion

099 Xym) K9 ~ There have been none like yor.
The Roman claimed that in all of the years since
Joseph, there had never been such a collection of
outstanding leaders. Consequently, they sheuld
be punished in place of the ten brothers,

BN MY AKWR BRI -~ So you must bear the
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In some congregations each of the parageaphs of the following piyut I recited by the congregation
and repeated by the chazzan. tn others, itis recited by all in its entirety, with the chazzan reciting just
the last verse aloud.
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Thus, by sirning we have nct only blemished
ourselves, but impeded the normal Functions of
the universe,

& I N9k — These shall [ recall. The story of
the Ten Martyzs is an emotional highlight of the
Yor Kippur service as well as of the Kinnes
(Lamentations) of Tishah B'Av, It is the moving
and tragic story of: ten sages of the Mishaaic
period who were brutally put to death to satisfy
the ant.Semitic caprice of a Roman ruler. It
should be noted, However, that while all ten of
these rightsous men were murdered by the
Romans, their exccutions did not take place
simultaneously, as described here, nor could they
have, since two of the ten did not even live in the
same generation as the other eight. Namely, the
martyred Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel and Rabbi
Yishmael the Kohen Gadol lived befors the
Destruction of the Second Temple, and were

murdered shortly thereafter, while Rabbi Akiva .

was a relatively young man at the time of the
Destruction and he (as well as the others
mentioned here) wes killed after the Bar Kochba
revolt, over sixty years lImter, The liturgical
accounts of the martyrdom were not meant 25
historica! records, but as dramatic accounts of
the swory, in order to evole feelings of loss and

repentance on the part of the congregation.
There are several differing mideashic accounts of
the event, and the piyut draws on all of them.

‘This piyut was composed by an otherwise
unknown paytan, whose signature puy TR,
Yehudah, may he be strong, follows the
alphebetical acrostic, It is inserted in Pyon M3
Remember Your mercy, because it is here that we
beg Cod to recall His covenant with the -
Pawisrehs to be merciful to their descendants,
even if those descendants are undeserving,
ey YR s — An unturmed cake. A thin
H&W Mwﬂo.mumwm«onmq over eoals, it is heated o
guickly by the glowing coals that it can be caten
evenn  without being turned over. This
metaphorically depicts how greedily Israel was
devoured by its enemics.

Ny — A nowrishing heap. The Sanhedrin it
compared to o heap of wheat (Song of Songs
2:3), because it provides spiritual and intellectual
nourishment to the naton. Morcover, the
Talmud (Sankedrin 373} states: just as everyone
can benefit From 2 heap of wheat, $o did
everyone benefit from the Sanhedrin. According
to one Midrash the name of the Roman ruler in
this episode is Lulianus, who insisted on
studying the Torah and forced members of the
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1 ‘Give us three days time,
until we can ascertain* whether this was decreed from on High.
If we are liable and guilty,
we will endure the decree of the All-Merciful”
nAll of them trembled, shivered and shuddered.
Upon Rabbi Yishmael the Kohen Gadol they fixed their eyes,
for him to utter the Divine Name and ascend to his Master,
to leam if the decree had emanated from his God.
{We have erred, our Rock; forgive us, our Molder!)
v Rabbi Yishmael purified himself and uttered the Name* reverently.
He ascended to the heights and inguired of [Gabriel]
the angel* dressed in linent
Said he to him, ‘Accept it upon yourselves, O righteous and beloved ones,
for I have heard from behind the partition
that you have been destined for this.”
* He descended and related the word of God to his comrades —
wherexpon the evil tyrant commanded
that they be killed by force and brutality.
Twe of them, who were the leaders of Israel, were taken out first:
Rabbi Yishmael the Kohen Gadol;
and Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel, the Nasi [Prince] of [srael.
. (We have erred, our Rock; forgive us, our Molder!}
4 That his head be severed first,* [Rabban Shimon] begged exceedingly,
saying, 'Kill me first and let me not see the death of [Rakbi Yishmael the
Kohen Gadol] — the minister of Him Who dwells in the Temple.’
The serpent ordered that lots be cast,
and the lot fell upon Rabban Shimon.
% He hastened to shed [Rabban Shimon's] blood as if he were an ox,
and when his head was severed, [Rabbi Yishmael) took it
and watled cver him in a bitter, shofar-like voice:
‘Woe is the tongue that hastened to teach words of beauty —
how could it now lick the dust because of sins?* :
(We have erred, our Rock; forgive us, our Molder!)
» How wery much he shudderingly wept over him!
The daughter of the wicked one stood still
at the sound of Rabbi Yishmael's weeping.
Inwardly she coveted his physical beauty,*
and begged her father to let him live,
3 The wicked one contemptuously refused to grant this request!
She then asked of him that the flesh be flayed*
from [Rabbi Yishmael's] face;
0 Ezekiel $:11.

this awful end. 1y ewrgnF « The flesh be flayed. In a displey of

cruelty that showed what a contemptible being

92 W - His physical beawty. The ruler's
lecherous daughter was impressed with Rabbi
Yishmuel's handsomeness and she wanted him
spared for her personal gratification.

she was, she asked that Rabbi Yishmael's Hesh
be torn From his Face while he was still alive. She
could then stuff the skin o preserve his
handsome features for her to gaze upon.
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sin of your ancestors, There was no legal basls
for this, of course; it was all part of the ruler's
conspizacy to kill the leaders of the Hniw#
pecple. For their part, the sages felt that their
suffering might be Divinely ordained a5 an
atonement far the Jewish people. Were that so,
they would welcome the unjustified decree. They
turned to the Kohen Gadol to find out if such
was the case.

w9y — Lintil we cam ascertain. Until they
could learn if they were indeed guilty and if they
hed some source of merit that could save their
Hves.

ogiy ny Tarn — And wttered the Name, Raobk;
Yishrnael uttered God’s secret Name, by means

of which mirzcles can be performed. From the
rarcative in this piyst, it seems clear thar Rabbi

Yishmael was a Kohen Gadol who actually
served in the Temple before the Destruction. In
one Midrashic version, however, he was the
colleague of Rabbi Akiva, and a descendant of |
Kehanim Gedolin,

gy — The angel. The Talmud ﬁmm_ﬂwwo.m 55a)
states that the angel dressed in linen (Ezekiel 9:2)
is Gabriel

Yt TR g — That his head be severed first,
eﬁ. tyrant ﬁa& to kill Rabbi Yishmael
Kohen Gadol fizst, but Rabban Shimon pleaded
that he not be Forced to witness the Kohen
Gadol's execution. According to the Midrash,
Rabbi Yishmael, too, asked to be killed first. The
ruler ordered that lots be drawn.

mnyg — Because of sins. The sins of the Jewish
peopic had coused Rabban Shimon to come to
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CHAZZANS REPETITION/THE TEN MARTYRS

When {the executioner] reached the place of fefillin,* [Rabbi Yishmael]
shrieked with a bitter scream to the Molder of his soul.
(We have erred, our Rock; forgive us, our Molder!)
W The celestial Seraphim™ cried out bitterly, .
‘Is this the Torah and this its reward -
O God Who cleaks Himself in light as with a garment!
The enemy insults Your great and awesome Name,?
and reviles and blasphemes against the words of the Torah!”

Y A voice from Heaven responded,

‘If I hear another sound, | will transform the universe to water,
I will turn the earth to astonishing emptiness —
this is o decree from My Presence;
accept it, you who delight in the two-thousand-year-old law!™*s
(We have erred, our Rock; forgive us, our Molder!)
8 Leaders were murdered, those who sit up late in synagogues,
who were as full of commandments as a pomegranate

and as the Altar’s corners.*

They took out Rabbi Akiva, who expounded upon the crowns of the letters,*
and lacerated his flesh™ with sharp-toothed combs.
¥ [The ruler] ordered that Rabbi Chananya ben Teradyon

be brought from his study hall*

and they burned his body with bundles of branches.
They placed saturated wool sponges on his chest to delay his death —

as soon as they were removed,

he was burned together with his Torah Scroil.
(We have erred, our Rock; forgive us, our Molder!)
p Lament, you holy members of the people that is never abandoned, *+
because they were murdered and their blood woas shed for a trivial cause,
to sanctify the Heavenly Name they martyred themselves,
through the murder of Rabbi Chutzpis the Interpreter,*

(1) Cf. Pralms 104:2, (3) of. 993, (3) CF. Proverbs 8:30. (4) Cf. \Qda_.mx‘ 5115,

praiseworthy, R Akiva, for you are ready to
enter the life of the World to Come’ (Beraches
§1b; Yerushalmi Berachos 9:5).

WK sran — From his study hell The Midrash
teaches that the pretext to execute Rabbi
Chananya was that he vielated the Roman edict
against teaching the Torah publicly. The
Romans took the Torah Seroll that he always
kept S%N._ EM B...mh. wrapped him in It, before
setting him afire, To prolong his agony, th

packed his chest with water-soaked Sumvwm.u.ﬂo M_um..
horrified daughter and students, Rabbi
Chananya said, ‘The parchment Is consumed,
but the letters fly up in the air.” The Roman
executioner was deeply moved by Rabbi
Chananya’s holiness and ssked, “If I remove the
wool From your heart, will 1 have 2 share in the
Werld to Come? Rabbi Chananya promised that
he would, whereupon the Roman temoved the

wet woel and put more wood on the fire, so that
the agony would end as soon as possible, Then,
the Roman threw himself into the Fre and died.
A heavenly voice proclaimed, ‘Rabbi Chananya
and the executioner are about to enter the World
o Come.”

W K> wy — The people that is never
abandoned [, that is not widowed). Even when
God dees not protect Terael apenly, He alwaye
hovers in the background, as it were, to prevent
His people’s destruction.

WY rresn @) — Rablt Chutzpis the
Interpreter. In Talmudic times, the interpreter
would repeat and explain the lecture of the rosh
yechivah. Rabbi Chutzpis was one day short of
hiz 130th birthday when he was killed. He asked
For one more day of life so that he would be able
to recite Krizs Shema for anothe: evening and
moraing.
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%R Bipn — The place of fefillin, Le., the place
on his head where God’s Name had rested and
which, symbelized man’s intellecttal submission
to God.

miym sty — The celestial Seraphim. The angels
were aghast that such 2 punishement could befall
people who were so great in Torah. Also, they
questioned how God could be silent in the face of
the Romean insults and blaspheries,

o 1) — The twoethousend-year-cld lawr. The
Torah existed for twa thousand years before the
world was created. To God, o thousand years is
like a day (Psalms $0:4), therefore the payian
uses the term mnt, literally twe days.

NP — And as the Altar's carners, upan which
the blood of countless offerings had been placed.

ik v et — Whe exposnded wpon the
crowns of the letters. Rabbi Akiva’s un-
derstanding of the Tozah was so deep and all-
encompassing that he was able te derive ‘mounds
and mounds of laws’ from each of the crowns
that adorn the tops of cortain letters in the script
of the Torah (Menachos 295}

3 77 — And lacerated his flesh. R° Akiva
was tortured to death in this barbaric manner.

Tt wag the time of the moming Shema reading
when R’ Akive was taken out to be murdered
publicly. During his frightful ordeal he accepted
God's sovereignty upon himself by reciting the
Shema joyousky, and oblivious to the pain.
Turnus Rufus, the Roman commander who
ordered the barbarous execution, was flab-
bergasted. ‘Have you no feeling of pain that you
can laugh in the face of such intense suffering!l’
he exciaimed., Even R' Akiva's own students
wondered, ‘Our teacher, even to this extent?’

The dying sage explained, "Al my life [ was
concerned over a phrase of the Torah. We are
taught in the Shema to accept God's sovereignty
and dectees upon ourselves Juny Y3y, with all
your soul (Deuteromorny 6:5) — this implies that
one must serve God even if it means forfeiting
one’s life, 1 used to wonder if I would ever have
the privilege of serving God to such a degree.
Now that the chance has come to me, shall I not
grasp it with joy?’

He repeated the first verse of Shema ~ Hear O
{srael, FIASHEM is [now) aur God, Hassem (will
be] Ome = and he drew out the word "¢, Crne,
until his soul left him.

A Heavenly vaice was heard saying, ‘You are
praiseworthy, R’ Akiva, for your soul left you as
you proclaimed God's Onenessl ... You are
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 Let & shudder seize all who hear the news,
and let every eye release a flow of tears,
and let every delight be turned to grief,
with the murder of Rabbi Elazar ben Shamua.*
(We have erred, our Rodk; forgive us, our Molder.)
w My enemies and oppressors destroyed me,
and gorged their stomachs with my delicacies,
but they made me drink poison and wormwood,?
with the murder of Rabbi Chanina ben Chachinai,*
1 They overwhelmed us to make us violate the commandments,
and refused to accept wealth and ransorm*
— only the lives of those who studied the words of beauty,
fike Rabbi Yesheivav the Scribe.*
(We have erred, our Rock; forgive us, our Molder!)
* The pampered peopls [Edom]* — that will be made desolate — crushed me,
nthey did us more evil than did all the kings of the earth,
Vand murdered more and more of us,
as with the murder of Rabbi Yehudah ben Darmnah.*
1 You said that the House of Jacob is fire* and the House of Joseph is a flame,s
T but now, the straw [of Esau) has extinguished them,
Pt O Living One, crush their haughtiness
in the conflagration of the time to come,
for they have agreed to murder ten righteous men,
with Rabbi Yehudah ben Bava* ‘
{(We have erred, our Rock; forgioe us, cur Molder!)
This befell us, and we have related it clearly,
and poured out our degraded, aggrieved heart.
From on High, be attentive to supplication ~
O HasHeMm, HASHEM, Compassionate and Gracious Godle
Chazzan — O Compassionate One, look down from the heights,
at the spilled blood of the righteous and their very lifeblood,
see from Your chamber and remove the stains [of sin],
O King, Who sits on the Throne of Mercy.

Aliz

au_,w "M2Y Remember for us the covenant of the Patriarchs, as You

" said: ‘And I will remember My covenant with Jacob, and
also My covenant with Isaac, and also My covenant with Abraham will
I remember; and the Land will I remember.”” Remember for us the
covenant of the ancestors, as You said: ‘And I will remember for
them the covenant of the ancestors whom | removed from the land of
Egypt in the very sight of the nations, to be a God to them; [ am

(1} CE Exodus 15:15: Psalms 48:7. (2) CF. Jeremizh 51:34, {3) Cf. 23:45.
4} Ovadiah 1:18. {5} Cf. Malachi 3:15. (6) Exodus 34:6. (7) Leviticus 26:42.

Israel, it wos as if the steaw had extinguished the

revered For his piety as well as his scholarship,
flames,

Like R’ Akiva and B’ Chananya ben Teradyon,
he publicly defied the Roman decrec against
teaching the Torah, In particular, he showed his
courage by ordalning the fve great students of

K39 12 7T 3) — Rabbi Yehudak ben Bava, A
colleagtie of R* Akiva, R’ Yehudah ben Bava was
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Yy 1 NyoK 23 — Rabbi Elazar ben Shamua,

This is the R’ Elazar who is found throughout.

the Mishnah. He was one of the five primaty
stdents of R* Akiva.

WG T3 AT "3 R Charting ben Chachinal
He was among R’ Akiva‘s earlier students. So
great was his wife’s devotion to Torah that she
uzged him to remein at R* Akiva‘s side and not
come home for thirteen years, so that he could
devote himself unintersuptedly to his studies.

5] 18T — Wealth and ransom. The Jews would
gladly have surrendered their wealth to be able to
observe the commandments, buf the Romans
were determined to break down their loyalty to
God.

“pioR) 29w 13— Rabbi Yesheivav the Scribe. A
colleague of R’ Aldva, R’ Yesheivay was known

for his gencrosity and had to be restrained by R
Akiva No.d giving too much chaxity. Before he
was executed, he urged his students to remain
loving and devoted to one another.

e 2 — The pampered people Hmumﬂu. The
Romuans, descendants of Edom, indulged
therselves with all kind of pleasures. m.c_n. when
it came to their enemies, they were merciless.

7 T nn vy — Rabbi Yehudah ben Bamah,
%M«Wn m_wn the referencs to kim s one of the Ten
Martyrs, no mention of R’ Yehudah ben Damah
is found in the Talmud or Midrash.

wr 2 we The House of Jacob is fire.
Owamwﬁ Hnmu prophesied that the houses of
Jacob and Joseph are like fire and flame, which
will consume the House of Esau, which is likened
to straw. But when the Romuans overpowered



