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be enslaved and oppressed four hundred years; . : y ;'7*1‘!;7\
Hbut [ will execute judgment on the nation they
shall serve, and in the end they shall go free with
great wealth.
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Everything positive that the nailons possess have they taken over from
Israel except the element of exile. Exile is not just one lonp tale of decline
and fall but one of heroism, not just one of ughiness and disgrace but of
glary 4nd credit, not just one of humiliation and slavery but freedom
generous and inspiring, unparalicled in human history. Bxile is an
experience that slands on an equal footing with the Revelation at Sinai
and Seitlement in the Promised Land , . . but for it Israel would have
been reduced 1o the deadievel of all the natlons, like any other people
that have nothing clse but a country and a government, wrapped up in
their four cubits of mundane time-kitfing existence and lowest common
culture, , .,

What they nced iz exile, not revolutions, inlernationals or lezgue of
nations but exile plain and simple, thui will refine, purify and teach them

to understand the meaning of the uaiverse, of man, of fettowship, com-
passion, trath and justice . . . No, there is no hope for them till they o
down into exile. . . . Trudge from place to-place and savour the tribula-
tions of persecution and turn their ajtention {o the Torah they carry
with them. {T) (Rehaypim Shevarim, Am Oved 1946, pp. 162, 164)
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The legate Lentutus Silanus concluded his report to the Sepate with the
foliowing observations:
Jews cannot be trusted, lor the Western mind can find no basis of
mutual understanding. All our concepts of freedom, dignity, and res-
ponsibility are alien {o them .. . Jews ure a basic threat to Rome itseif,
since they stand in dpposition to the basis of Western culiure, free
stavery .. . Small though they be, contalned as they are in their Hitle
couniry, they nevertheless must be understood and respected as a threat.
Speaking as a humbte legate, I would submit thal it js highly guestion-
able thai Rome and Judea could exist in the same world.
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35"You shall not do an injustice in ;'ud:gﬁigét-{
in measurement, in weight, and in guansity.
36¥ou shall have just scales, just weights, a jist
ephah, and a just hin. I am YHWH, your God,
who brought you out ffom the land of Egypt.
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- The man or womanat home in
the text is, by definition, a conscientiots objector: to the vulgar mys-
fiqueof the flag and the anthem, to the sleep of reason which proclaims
“my country, right cr wrong™, to (he pathos and eloquence of collective
mendacities on which the nation-state—be it a mass-Consumer mercan-
tile technocracy or a totalitarian olj garchy-—builds its power and
aggressions. The locus of truth is always extraterritorial: its diffusjon is
made clandestine by the barbed wire and watch-towers of national
dogma.

The survival of the Jews has no authentic parallel in history,
Ancient ethnic communities and civilizations no less gifted, no less
sell-conscious, have perished, many without trace. It is, on the most’
rational, existential level, difficult to believe that this unigue pheno-
menon of unbroken life, in the face of every destructive agency, is,
unconnected with the exilic circumstance, Judaism has drawn its,
uncanny vitality from dispersal, from the adaptive demands made onit
by mobility. Ironically, the threat of that ‘Tinal solution’might prove to-
be the greatest yet if the Jews were now Lo be compacted 1n Israel.

But there is 2 more central intimation. One need be neither 2

religious fundamentalist nor a mystic to believe that there is some
exemplary meaning to the singularity of Judaic endurance, that there is
some sense beyond contingent or demographic interest o the interlock-
ing constancy of Jewish pain and of Jewish preservation. .;w notion
that the appaliing road of Jewish life and the ever-renewed miracle of
survival should have as theirend, as their justification, the mnSEm up of
a smali nation-state in the Middle East, crushed by military burdens,
petty and even corrupt in its politics, shrill in jts parochialsm, 1s
implausible, | T

I cannot shake off the conviction that the torment and the mystery
of resilience in Judaism exemplify, enact, an arduous truth: that human
beings must learn to be each other’s guests on this small planet, even as
they must learn to be guests of being itself and of the natural world, This
is a truth humbly immediate, to our breath, to our skin, to the passing
shadow we cast on a ground inconceivably more ancient than our
visitation, and it is also a terribly abstract, morally and psychologically
exigent truth. Man will'have to learn it or he will be made extinct in

suicidal waste and violence.

The State of Israel is an endeavour—wholly understandabie, in
many aspects admirable, perhaps historically inescapable—to normal-
ize the condition, the meaning of Judaism. It would make the Jew leve]
with the common denominator of modern ‘belonging’. Itis, at the same
time, an attempt to eradicate the deeper truth of unhousedness, of an
at-homeness in the word, which are the legacy of the Prophets and of
the keeners of the text Lovrns € M oo dv e
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Early Zionists, therefore, used the Bible to reject the Talmud. Zion-
ism claimed to be able to heal the diseased religious anthropology
stemming from two thousand years of Diaspora. There is a deep’ simi-
larity in spirit between early Zionist ideology and the critique of Juda-
ism found in much traditional Christian theology. Students in Israeli
schools know the history of the Bible. However, the majority are igno-
rant of the whole spiritual process that resulted from the creation of
the Talmud. Anything that smacks of the centuries of exile is to be
abhorred. Those centuries of Jewish history, it is implied, contained no
great creative achievements. Rather, they are understood by many Is-
raelis as no more than a series of persecutions and oppression., Nothing
profoundly authentic and important could be learned from that history
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new Judaic society. .

Who among my circles in the Diaspora had thought of ?amriﬂwn
cabee as a brilliant military strategist? The heroes of Hanukkah in m
youth were those who had Lt the menorah and rededicated the Temple
In the talmudic description of Hanukkah, the military aspect of th _
Maccabees is ignored. Even where it is mentioned in the prayer book
it is given only peripheral attention. The essential message was th
courage of the Jewish people to remain loyal to their way of life.

In his writings Leibowitz constantly refers to Hanukkah in an af
tempt to correct what he believes is the distortion of making the Mac
cabees of Hanukkah a symbol of contemporary Israeli military courage

Hanukkah cannot be used as a paradigm for modern Israel. The Mac
cabees fought to reestablish the reign of Torah; the Israeli army fight

for the reign of secular government. To Leibowitz, the Israeli army re
sembles the Maccabees less than the Hellenists against whom the Mac

cabees were fighting. Leibowitz is repelled by what he sees as the
attempt of the secular Israeli to distort the tradition in order to legiti-
mize secular nationalist aspirations. Jewish history up to the Emanci-
pation testifies to the Jewish community’s covenantal identity anc
loyalty to God expressed through Halakhah. To remove God and Ju-
daism from Jewish history is to empty it of any authentic content. Sim-
ilarly, to make the prophets into social revolutionaries and the Bible
into a historical document legitimizing the modern secular community
is to distort the seriousness with which one should take a literary doc-
ument that continually proclaims its. religious purpose. Leibowitz
abhorred the attempt to change the prayer Shema Yisrael into “Hear,
Israel, Israel is our people. Israel is one.” The secular Zionist revolution-
aries must recognize that there is nothing in pre-Emancipation history
which could be used to legitimize the building of a secular Jewish
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