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Israel did not believe in Moses because of the miracles he performed, for one who believes based on miracles is wrongheaded because a miracle
may be mere magic. Rather, all the miracles that Moses performed in the desert were due to necessity, not to adduced as proof of his prophetic
status: it was necessary to bring down the Egyptians, so he parted the sea and drowned them in it; we needed food, so he brought down the manna
for us; they were thirsty, so he struck the rock; Korah’s faction slandered him, so the earth swallowed them; and se on with all of the miracles.
And on what basis did they believe in him? Because of the Revelation at Sinai, for our very own eyes saw and our very own cars heard—the fire,
the thunder, and the lightning. And he approached the fog and & Voice spoke to him, and we heard: “Moses, Moses! Go tell them such and such,”

just as the Torah relates, “Face to face, God spoke with you™ and alse, “Not only with your forefathers did God seal this covenant....”

2)Song of Songs 2:14

O my dove, who art in the clefts of the rock, in the secret places of the cliff, let me see your face, let me hear your
voice; for sweet is your voice, and your face is comely.
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The school of Rabbi Yishinael taught that when Tsrael left Egypt, they resembled a dove fleeing from the net. It
entered a cleft in the rock and found a serpent nesting. It moved forward but couldn’t go in on account of the serpent
nor could it go back because of the net. What did the dove do? It cried out and flapped its wings so that the owner of
the dovecote wonld come and rescue it. Thus did Israel do at the sea. They couldn’t go forward into the sea because
its waters had not yet parted, nor could they turn back because Pharach was approaching, What did they do? “The
Children of Israel were greatly afraid and they cried out to God.” Immediately, “And God saved [them] on that day.”
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Rabbi Judah in the name of Rabbi Hama of Kefar Tehumin: This is like the parable of a king who had an only
daughter, and he craved to hear her conversation. So what did he do? He announced that all the people should gather
in the stadinm. When they did so, what did he do? He gave his servants the signal, and suddenly 2 band of brigands
fell upon her. So she started to scream “Abbal Abbal! Save ine!” He said to her, “If I hadn’t done this o you, you
wouldn’t have screamed ouf for me to save you” 8o teo, when Israel was in Egypt, the Egyptians enslaved them and
they began to cry out and fo look to God. Thus does it say, “It happened in those many days that the king of Egypt
died, and the Children of Israel sighed from the labor and cried out, etc.” Immediately, “God heard their plea™—that
is, their prayer—and took them out with a strong hand and a mighty arm. God craved to hear their voice again, but
they were not amenable, so what did He do? He havdened Pharoah’s heart so that he chased afler them....God said,
“If 1 hadn’t done this to you, T wouldn’t have heard your voice.” Regarding that very moment, He pronowunced, *“My
dove is in the clofis of the rock.” Note that the verse does not say, “Let me hear e voice,” but rather, “Let me hear
your voice.” For I already heard it in Egypt, but as soen as the Children of Israel cried out before God, “And God

saved on that day.”
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When Israel saw that they were surrounded on three sides—the sea closed off, the enemy in pursuit, and the animals
in the desert—they looked to their heavenly father and cried out to the Holy One Blessed Be He, as its says, “The
children of Israel cried out to God.” And why did Ged do this to them if not for the fact that he craved their prayers?
Rabbi Joshua ben Levi said that the situation may be likened to a king who was traveling and was accosted by a
princess who cried out to himn, “Please save me from these robbers? He listened and saved her. After awhile, he
wanted to marry her, He craved to hear her speak to him (fo give consent), and she didn’t want to, What did the king .
do? He set the robbers upon her so that she would cry out and he would hear her. When the robbers came upon her,
she began to cry out to the king. The king said to her, “This is what I craved: to hear your voice.” So when Israel
were enslaved in Egypt,, they began to cry ont and look to God, as it says, “And it was in those many days...and
they cried out....” Immediately God saw the Children of Israel and he began to bring them out of there with a strong
hand and an outstretched arm. But God wanted to hear their voice again, and they were not amenable, What did he

do? He had Pharoah give chase....




