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Mekhilta d'Rabi Yishmael: Bo-- Mesecheta d'Piskha 5

"And ye shall keep it..."

Why did Scripture require that the paschal lamb be taken four days before its sacrifice?
R. Matia b. Heresh states: Behold, it says "Now when | passed by thee, and looked
upon thee, and, behold, thy time was the time of love (Ezek. 16:8)." The time arrived for
The Holy One to fulfill the promise made to Abraham that He would redeem his sons,
but they had no mitzvoth to busy themselves with in order that they might be redeemed!
As it says, "[T]hy breasts were fashioned, and thy hair was grown; yet thou wast naked
and bare (ibid. v. 7);" that is, nude of all of the mitzvoth. The Holy One gave them two
mitzvoth: that of the paschal blood, and that of the circumcision blood, that they should
busy themselves with them in order that they be might be redeemed. As it says, "And ~
when | passed by thee, and saw thee wallowing in thy blood, | said unto thee: In thy
blood, live; yea, | said unto thee: In thy blood, live... (ibid., v. 6). ¥ And furthermore it
says "As for thee also, because of the blood of thy covenant | send forth thy prisoners
out of the pit wherein is no water." (Zach. 9:11). Therefore Scripture required that the
paschal lamb he taken four days before ifs sacrifice: for we are rewarded only through

action.
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Exodus Chapter 12

1 And the Lord spoke unto Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, saying: 2 'This month
shall be unto you the beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year to you.

3 Speak ye unto all the congregation of Israel, saying: In the tenth day of this month
they shall take to them every man a lamb, according to their fathers' houses, a lamb for
a household... 6 and ye shall keep it unto the fourteenth day of the same month; and the
whole assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill it at dusk. 7 And they shall take of
the blood, and put it on the two side-posts and on the lintel, upon the houses wherein
they shall eat it. 8 And they shall eat the flesh in that night, roast with fire, and
unleavened bread; with bitter herbs they shall eat it...12 For | will go through the land of
Egypt in that night, and will smite all the first-born in the land of Egypt, both man and
beast; and against all the Gods of Egypt | will execute judgments: | am the Lord. 13 And
the blood shall be to you for a token upon the houses where ye are; and when | see the
blood, I will pass over you, and there shall no plague be upon you to destroy you, when
| smite the land of Egypt. 14 And this day shall be unto you for a memorial, and ye shall
keep it a feast to the Lord; throughout your generations ye shall keep it a feast by an
ordinance for ever...26 And it shall come to pass, when your children shall say unto you:
What mean ye by this service? 27 that ye shall say: it is the sacrifice of the Lord'S
passover, for that He passed over the houses of the children of Israel in Egypt, when He
smote the Egyptians, and delivered our houses.' And the people bowed the head and

worshipped.
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Ezekiel Chapter 16

1 Again the word of the Lord came unto me, saying: 2 'Son of man, cause Jerusalem to
know her abominations, 3 and say: Thus saith the Lord God unto Jerusalem: Thine
origin and thy nativity is of the [and of the Canaanite; the Amorite was thy father, and thy
mother was a Hittite. 4 And as for thy nativity, in the day thou wast born thy navel was
not cut, neither wast thou washed in water for cleansing; thou was not salted at all, nor
swaddled at all. 5 No eye pitied thee, to do any of these unto thee, to have compassion
upon thee; but thou wast cast out in the open field in the loathsomeness of thy person,
in the day that thou wast born. 6 And when | passed by thee, and saw thee wallowing in
thy blood, | said unto thee: In thy blood, live; yea, [ said unto thee: In thy blood, live; 7 |
cause thee fo increase, even as the growth of the field. And thou didst increase and
grow up, and thou camest to excellent beauty: thy breasts were fashioned, and thy hair
was grown; yet thou wast naked and bare. 8 Now when | passed by thee, and lcoked
upon thee, and, behold, thy time was the time of love, | spread my skirt over thee, and
covered thy nakedness; yea, | swore unto thee, and entered into a covenant with thee,
saith the Lord God, and thou becamest Mine. 9 Then washed [ thee with water; yea, |
cleansed away thy blood from thee, and | anointed thee with oil.
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Responsa of Radbaz (R. David b, Zimri, 15th c. Egypt) 3:546

You asked me, On what basis [Mah Nishtanah] is hametz on Passover considered to be
different from all other prohibitions of the Torah, resuiting in its exceedingly severe
treatment 7! [For] the Torah requires searching for it, and burning and destroying it, and
nullifying it, while the Rabbis added the requirement to [further] search [e.g. in holes and
“cracks]...and to uproot it from all one's property; and one may not see nor find fher own
hametz]; and they prohibited it even in minute amounts...! Stringencies such as these

we do not find in any prohibition in the Torah...
Reply: Two things are said regarding this matter.

A) This is the only prohibition which combines three [severe] factors, to wit, it is
prohibited even to benefit from hametz, and its punishment is kareth, and people are not
used to the prohibition [for hametz is permitted all year long]...

B) Furthermore, the prohibition of hametz is one which has the possibility of being
released, for its prohibition is time dependant, in that hametz is permitted after

Passover.

And yet, | have difficulties with this second answer...and | am also intuitively
uncomfortable with the first answer, for is this prohibition more severe than that of
idolatry?! And yet we do not find that the Torah required us to search out idols and

nullify them...

Therefore, | rely on that which the Rabbis said in midrashim: hamefz on Passover is a
hint of the evil inclination (remez I'Yetzer haRa), and it is the 'leaven in the dough.' Thus,
one must totally chase it away, and search it out of all hiding places in one's mind; and it
is not considered negligble, even in minute amounts.

This is true and correct...




