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1. What one wants, I thought—and why does not some brilliant student at Newnham or Girton
supply it?—is a mass of information; at what age did she marry; how many children had she as a
rule; what was her house like, had she a room to herself: did she do the cooking; would she be
likely to have a servant? All these facts lie somewhere, presumably, in parish registers and
account books; the life of the average Elizabethan woman must be scattered about somewhere,
could one collect it and make a book of it. It would be ambitious beyond my daring, I thought,
looking about the shelves for books that were not there, to suggest to the students of those famous
colleges that they should rewrite history, though I own that it often seems a little queer as it is,
unreal, lop-sided; but why should they not add a supplement {o history, calling it, of course, by
some in conspicuous name so that women might figure there with out impropriety? (Virginia

Woolf, A Room of One’s Own, chapter 3)

2. The primary task of the history of women is therefore not to stand the old history on its head
but to look at the past from new angles. Rather than search for new sources, we hope to
reevaluate traditional ones in order to grasp male-female relations in all their complexity...The
object of our investigation is women, not “woman”, “Woman” is a creation of the masculine
gaze. (Christiane Klapisch-Zuber, “Introduction”, History of Women in the West, (ed. G. Duby
and M. Perrot), Cambridge Mass. 1987, II: 7)
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